Somerset Inquests 1823
January 1st 1823

A man aged eighty-six, named Bradford XE "Bradford" , hung himself at his cottage, a little beyond Thurloxton XE "Thurloxton" , on the road to Bridgwater XE "Bridgwater" , on Monday se’nnight.

Inquests- At Horton XE "Horton" , in the parish of Ilminster XE "Ilminster" , on W Trott XE "Trott" , aged 12 years: the deceased was employed in driving horses which were working a thrashing machine; and the horses not going on regularly, a man attending the machine, went to see the cause, where he discovered the deceased lying dead in the track where the horses were going round. Verdict, found dead from a fracture of the skull.

At Marsh Mills XE "Marsh Mills" , Over Stowey XE "Over Stowey" , on T Vaills XE "Vaills" , found dead in a field; the deceased was a frequenter of two illicit “cider shops” in that parish. Verdict, died from the inclemency of the weather whilst under the influence of intoxication.

January 29th 1823

We are sorry to announce, that on Wednesday last Mr Pearce XE "Pearce" , the respected landlord of the George Inn, Crewkerne XE "Crewkerne" , was thrown from his horse in the neighbourhood of that town, and so much injured that he died soon after. A coroner’s Inquest was held on the body on Saturday, which returned a verdict of accidental Death.

An investigation of a case of the most wanton cruelty took place at an inquest which was terminated, after three adjournments, at Bridgwater XE "Bridgwater"  last week. The subject of it was a poor boy, William Bartlett XE "Bartlett" , about 10 years of age, who was apprenticed to a fellow named Hunt XE "Hunt" , a sweep, in that town. It appeared that Bartlett had been prevented following his business for a fortnight by an illness, brought on by the neglect and inattention of his master and mistress; on one occasion he was tied for a whole day and night to a post, without the least food whatever, during this illness; at another, in one of the coldest days of the winter, he was beaten from his bedroom, entirely naked, into an adjoining yard, where he was forced into a trough of cold water, in the open air, and was compelled to remain there for half an hour! This treatment was repeated at two different times. As a climax to such inhuman depravity, this brute took him by the feet and dashed him against a brick floor; after which, he beat him from one part of the house to the other, the poor boy then being in a dangerous state of health. By these and similar acts of barbarity was this unfortunate lad persecuted, till human nature could no longer support life, and on the 20th inst he expired in inexpressible pain. Mr Haviland XE "Haviland" , an experienced surgeon of the town opened the body, which was a shocking spectacle, and after a thorough examination gave it his decided opinion, that though inflammation existed, yet that death was very much accelerated by ill usage, and want of proper sustenance. The jury returned a verdict accordingly.

The above circumstances were related by a fellow apprentice with the deceased; but, such was his fear of punishment from his master, that he was promised his release before he could be induced to make the disclosures.

In consequence of the verdict of the Jury, Hunt is detained in custody until the Magistrates determine as to the nature of the offence. We sincerely hope that justice will be dealt out to this heartless miscreant in a proportion adequate to such extraordinary turpitude.

Three men who resided in the neighbourhood of Crowcombe XE "Crowcombe" , were found on Saturday morning last, dead in the snow, between the village and Gore Inn. They had been drinking at the latter place on Saturday night, but whether intemperately or not we are not informed. They have left 19 children to bewail their loss. 

February 5th 1823

An inquest was held, last week, on the body of Alexander Newton XE "Newton" , a labourer in the employment of Mr Bucknell XE "Bucknell" , a tanner, of Crocombe XE "Crocombe" , who was found dead in the snow, on Saturday week. It was the fate of this poor man that served for the foundation of a report, very generally accredited, that three men had at the same time there lost their lives. We are, however, happy to find that the statement, which we accordingly inserted in our last, is untrue. The deceased had travelled from Crocombe to Taunton XE "Taunton"  in the morning, and on his return had called at the Lethbridge Arms XE "Lethbridge Arms" , to inquire for the Crocombe Post. Finding he had been gone half an hour, after taking one pint of beer only, he proceeded on his way homeward. At Combe Florey XE "Combe Florey"  he slipped off a bridge, encrusted with ice and snow, into an unfrozen stream, and had, after extricating himself, received from a neighbouring cottage a little warm wine, being much benumbed with the cold. He then proceeded, and about two miles further, at a place called Seven Ash, fell into deep snow. The traces he had made in attempting to recover himself, were observed for several yards; but he was at length overpowered with cold and fatigue, and was found the next morning on his hands and knees – the position in which death had seized him in his last struggles for extrication. The Coroner returned a verdict – ‘Died by the inclemency of the weather.” It did not appear that the deceased’s misfortune was attributed to excessive drinking, as, when he arrived at the Lethbridge Arms, he appeared quite sober, and the refreshment he there had was extremely moderate, as we have before stated.

On Friday evening last, about seven o’clock, the inhabitants of Crewkerne XE "Crewkerne"  were much alarmed by hearing a loud crash, occasioned by the falling of a house in East street; piercing cries were heard from the mother of a child who was in one of the beds in the fallen house, and completely buried in the ruins. A quarter of an hour elapsed before the child could be extricated – it was a corpse! and the distress of its parents was beyond description. The house being a very old one, it is supposed that the late rains had weakened its foundation. Three other children, had the accident happened a few moments later, would, no doubt, have shared a similar fate with the above, as they were on the stairs, about to proceed to the same room, when the accident happened.        

February 12th 1823

Murder.

We lament to state that a murder was committed on Saturday night last on John Glyde XE "Glyde" , of North Newton XE "North Newton" , near Bridgewater XE "Bridgewater" , butcher. The deceased had incurred the anger of his neighbours by laying an information against some of them for selling cider without a license. On Saturday last he attended the bench of magistrates in this town with a similar intent, but from some inconsistencies in his statement, his allegations were deemed unworthy of credit. On leaving the Guildhall, a mob was raised, which followed him some distance through the streets of this town. At a late hour of the night he was attacked by three men a short distance from his house, who beat him so dreadfully, that in the morning he was found a corpse. The three men are in custody, but we forbear stating further particulars until the Coroner’s Inquest has been held. 

February 19th 1823

A Coroner’s Inquest was held last week, at North Petherton XE "North Petherton" , on the body of John Glyde XE "Glyde" , a butcher, who was killed the preceding Saturday night, as stated in our last. The Jury, after hearing the evidence, and upon an examination of the body by Mr Strong XE "Strong" , surgeon, of that town, returned a verdict of  Manslaughter against the three men who had been apprehended, and who will take their trials accordingly. The attack on the deceased which occasioned his death, had not been incited by his having preferred information against certain unlicensed dealers in cider, as reported.

On Tuesday last two young men, named Reed XE "Reed"  and Richards XE "Richards" , residents of the parish of Weston Zoyland XE "Weston Zoyland" , near Bridgwater XE "Bridgwater" , where drinking at a cheap cider house in this parish when words arose between them, and a battle was the result. A few blows only had been exchanged, before Richards fell, and appearing to be much injured, he was conveyed to the house; a surgeon was sent for, who remained with him till the morning, when he died. The two young men were much attached to each other, being first cousins. 

A few days since, as one of the servant girls at the Luttrell Arms Inn XE "Luttrell Arms Inn" , Dunster XE "Dunster" , was drawing boiling water from the fountain, the youngest daughter of the landlord, Mr Westcombe XE "Westcombe" , about six years of age, rushed against the servant, in consequence of which, the water was thrown over the child’s neck and bosom, which scalded her to such a degree, that she died in the course of a few days.     

February 26th 1823

Shocking Murder.

A dreadful murder was committed on Thursday last, on Betty Trump XE "Trump" , a female just turned fourteen years of age. The deceased had left Buckland XE "Buckland" , where she resided with her grandmother, to visit friends at Winsham XE "Winsham" , and on her return through Chard XE "Chard" , had purchased sundry articles, with which she was proceeding home. At a lonely place, called Coppice Burrows XE "Coppice Burrows" , between Coombe St Nicholas XE "Coombe St Nicholas"  and Buckland, not more than half a mile from the spot where the unfortunate girl resided, some villain attacked her, it is believed for the purpose of committing an outrage, and her resistance, it is presumed, induced the murderer to take away her life, which he effected by cutting her throat; so as to sever completely the windpipe. The poor girl’s umbrella and the other articles were found lying at her side, and her pockets were unrifled. The situation where the blody-deed was committed, was a gun shot distance from the road, among some firs, so that her body was not discovered until Sunday last. 

Inquests.

On the late inquest, held on the body of John Glyde XE "Glyde" , of North Newton XE "Newton" , near Bridgwater XE "Bridgwater" , who was stated to have been murdered, James Haines XE "Haines" , who lives near the spot, deposed, that on the night of the 7th inst, hearing the voice of a person in distress, he went to the spot, where he found Glyde on his knees, and three men of notorious character, Wm Durham XE "Durham" , Thos Durham, and James Treble XE "Treble" , standing near him. On endeavouring to help him up, mud was thrown at Haines, and one of the men struck him twice, which obliged him to run off. On his returning soon after to the place, he found Glyde dead, and the men gone. No marks of violence appeared on the body; but two surgeons, on opening it, found an affusion of blood in the pericardium, which they considered the proximate cause of his death. The jurors returned a verdict of Found Dead: but were of opinion that Glyde’s life might have been preserved, had it not been for the interference of the three men, who prevented Haines from giving assistance to the deceased.             

March 5th 1823

Suicide – We lament to state that Mr James Jeffery XE "Jeffery"  a very respectable grazier of Huntspill XE "Huntspill" , terminated his existence on Wednesday last, by cutting his throat, in a hay loft in his premises, so dreadfully, that he expired in a few minutes. The deceased had attended Wiveliscombe XE "Wiveliscombe"  market the preceding day, where he transacted business as usual. He has left a widow, but, happily, there are no children. We forbear at present from stating the cause assigned for this act of desperation.

Executions.

On Wednesday last, the execution of six men took place at Newgate XE "Newgate" , at the usual hour. The wretched criminals were, T Watts XE "Watts" , aged 25; W Brown XE "Brown" , aged 33, Jn Fuller XE "Fuller" , aged 22, and Mark Herd XE "Herd" , 23 for burglary in the house of J Rennie, esq; W Harris XE "Harris" , for robbing Col de Burgh XE "Burgh" , of £600; and John Wait XE "Wait" , late of Bristol XE "Bristol" , aged 58, for forging the name of a co-trustee to a deed, with intent to defraud a young man of £4000.   

Mr Wait XE "Wait" , on being informed that there was no hope for him, gave way to the most violent excesses of grief.

Tuesday was the day on which they took an eternal farewell to their relatives and friends, when the scene was truly affecting, and did not fail to excite the commiseration of those whose situations render them familiar with similar scenes of woe. Mrs Wait was among the unhappy number.

They were attended during the night by persons who were able to direct their attention to a future state; Mr Wait was accompanied by the Rev Mr Roberts XE "Roberts"  of Bristol XE "Bristol" ; they slept but little, but were remarkably composed. 

Mr Wait’s gentlemanly deportment, his benign and placid countenance, and truly christian-like behaviour, excited the utmost feelings of sympathy in all present. He stretched forth his hands to the executioner to have his wrists tied, and during the time closed his eyes, and appeared engaged in mental devotion. The executioner having performed this part of his sad office, the unfortunate gentleman said he was prepared to meet his death, as he felt assured he should be transported to a place of happiness – he was never more happy in his life. He then repeated part of a hymn – ‘What though I pass through death’s dark vale, My Christ is with me there.’

Every thing being prepared, the parties moved on through the avenues of the prison, towards the fatal scaffold….

Mr Wait was brother of one of the late Aldermen (who was mayor a few years since) of the city of Bristol XE "Bristol" , and had for many years been a merchant of respectability.

The disconsolate wife, joined by her eldest daughter presented a petition to the throne.

Merciful King! The wisdom and humanity of out Legislators have ever been directed to the high object of preventing the effusion of human blood …

Elizabeth Wait XE "Wait" , Mary Wait.

March 12th 1823

The Coroner’s inquest on the late Mr J Jeffery of Huntspill XE "Huntspill" , returned a verdict of insanity. It is gratifying to know that the motive assigned for this self destruction was certainly not that which has currently been reported. 

March 19th 1823

Assize Intelligence Buckinghamshire.

Joseph Croker XE "Croker"  and Thos Randal XE "Randal"  were tried on Tuesday se’nnight, at the above assizes, for the murder of Edw Needle XE "Needle"  and his wife, keepers of the toll gate. The evidence, (which has already been before the public) was conclusive, and the jury found a verdict of ‘Guilty’ – Death. On Thursday morning they underwent the awful sentence of the law in front of Aylesbury XE "Aylesbury"  Gaol; the concourse of spectators was immense. The convicts had previously acknowledged the justice of their sentence, and their appearance and conduct, subsequently to the knowledge of their inevitable fate, were penitent and as it should have been. 

Croker XE "Croker"  was born in Langford XE "Langford"  Budville XE "Langford Budville" , Somersetshire, where his father is now living, and is by trade a bricklayer. He has four sisters and four brothers, all in a respectable way of getting their bread. After working with his father until he was 18 or 19 years of age he went to Bristol XE "Bristol" , and was apprenticed to his brother-in-law, who is a baker. He married five years ago on the 4th March, on the anniversary of which he received sentence of death. From Bristol he went to London XE "London" , where he lived a profligate life, and committed many acts of criminality. His accomplice in the murder was 24 years of age, and passed by the name of Randall XE "Randall" , although his real name is Bryan XE "Bryan" , and is a native of Warwickshire XE "Warwickshire" . Croker and him became acquainted in London about two months before they were apprehended. He confessed numerous robberies and offences. 

Rape and murder on Buckland XE "Buckland"  Hill.

This horrible event continues to occupy the most earnest attention of the public, and particularly of the neighbourhood in which the atrocity was perpetrated. Elizabeth Trump XE "Trump" , the unfortunate girl, who was no more than 13 years and 3 months old, was brutally violated before the villain consummated the full iniquity of his diabolical resolution of murdering her, which, as we before stated, he accomplished by cutting her throat so as to completely to sever the windpipe. Immediately on discovery of the body, many persons of respectability, assisted by the local magistrates, instituted a most diligent investigation into every circumstance which might tend to discover the perpetrator, and a communication having been made to Mr Peel, the Home Secretary of State, notices were issued, offering pardon to anyone concerned in the murder, not being himself the offender, who should discover his accomplice, and a reward of £100 was also offered on conviction. TAUNTON, the Bow Street Officer, immediately tendered his services, and arriving in the neighbourhood, where he still remains, pursuing the investigation, as new facts transpire, which are daily developing themselves.

Several persons were taken into custody before the arrival of Taunton XE "Taunton" , among whom was Wm Flood XE "Flood" , a young man, 24 years of age, a labouring servant and inmate of Mr Samuel Wyatt XE "Wyatt" , a farmer of Buckland XE "Buckland" . This man had been brought up by Mr Wyatt from his boyhood, and, having received a decent education, was appointed to attend and instruct the children in the Sunday School at Buckland, where the unfortunate Elizabeth Trump XE "Trump"  also constantly attended. When the Jury were assembled to hold the inquest on the body, Flood admitted that he was near the spot where the murder was committed and that he heard screams, but thought they proceeded from a cottage at no great distance. This fact he had not previously communicated, which, together with the ascertained circumstance of his having returned to his master’s house at an hour unusually late on the night of the murder, and his refusing to explain the cause of his absence, fixed general suspicion upon him, and he was consequently apprehended; but after an examination by the Rev Dr Palmer XE "Palmer" , that gentleman was so impressed with the opinion of his innocence, the he was immediately discharged. Other gentleman who had formed themselves into a committee on this subject, were not satisfied with the correctness of the Worthy Magistrate’s decision, and on the arrival of the officer from London XE "London" , Flood was again taken into custody, and still remains a prisoner, closely guarded in a small room at the Green Dragon XE "Green Dragon"  Inn XE "Green Dragon Inn" , Combe St Nicholas XE "Combe St Nicholas" , about a mile and a half from the spot where the horrid deed took place. 

The prisoner has been several times examined, and on Saturday last W Hanning XE "Hanning"  esq, Sir W Pole XE "Pole" , Rev Mr Festing XE "Festing" , Dr Palmer XE "Palmer" , and W Tucker XE "Tucker"  esq attended as Magistrates to further the investigation. Several new facts have transpired, and the prisoner was remanded for further examination.

A variety of circumstances have been communicated to us on the subject, which a sense of public justice deters us from reporting. The Committee have mutually pledged themselves to profound secrecy, and it is therefore only such particulars as are notorious in the neighbourhood that we feel ourselves justified in revealing to the public. 

The alacrity of the gentlemen of the vicinity has been infinitely creditable to them. Their time and labour have been alike unceasingly directed to the case; and to the Magistrates, to Capt Bennett XE "Bennett" , the Messrs Edwards XE "Edwards" , Mr W Walter XE "Walter"  and Mr Chas Harbin XE "Harbin" , the utmost thanks of the public are due, for their zeal and unabating perseverance on the subject. The Viscountess Bridport XE "Viscountess Bridport"  has also liberally contributed her assistance in detecting the murderer by sending £20 to the Committee, and has intimated her willingness to make a further advance, if desirable.

All the persons apprehended on suspicion of the murder, except Flood, were, after due examination, discharged.

Inquests in Somerset.

At Portbury XE "Portbury" , on Geo Carter XE "Carter" , aged 78, found dead. 

At Paulton XE "Paulton" , on Henry Carter XE "Carter"  and Wm Bull XE "Bull" ; they were ascending from their work in a coal pit, at Petherton XE "Petherton" , George Harris XE "Harris"  and Stephen Bull (brother of the above) being on the same role, when, owing to misconception, a wrong signal was given to the engineer, who slackened instead of drawing up the rope by which the deceased fell to a depth of 20 fathoms, and were killed; the rope not being strained out, the lives of Harris and S Bull were saved.

At Bridgewater XE "Bridgewater" , on Eliz Avery XE "Avery" , who, while attending a sick person at Shapwick XE "Shapwick" , fell into the fire, (it is supposed in a fit,) and was so much burnt that her death shortly ensued. Verdict, Accidental. 

Somerset Lent Assizes.

S Poole XE "Poole"  for murdering her b…d child.

W Hunt XE "Hunt"  for the wilful murder of W Bartlett XE "Bartlett" .               

March 26th 1823

On Friday afternoon, as a carter named Hill XE "Hill" , in the employ of Mr Harding XE "Harding"  of Woolston XE "Woolston" , was returning from Castle Cary XE "Castle Cary" , by some means his frock got entangled, and he was thrown from the shafts under the wheels, which passed over his body, and killed him on the spot. He has left a wife and seven children.

Inquests – at Burnham XE "Burnham" , on four sailors who were wrecked on the Gore sands XE "Gore sands" , while on their passage to Swansea XE "Swansea" ;

At Long Sutton, on Jas Sams, who was killed by a wagon passing over his head;

And at Winsham XE "Winsham" , on James C Chilk XE "Chilk" , who, in the momentary absence of his father, was so dreadfully burnt, that he survived only a few hours. Verdicts, Accidental deaths.

At Henstridge XE "Henstridge" , on Thomas Chant XE "Chant" , who was found dead by the road side;

And at West Camel XE "West Camel" , on John White XE "White" , found dead in his bed. Died by the Visitation of God.

At Redlynch XE "Redlynch" , on Chas Strong XE "Strong" , who destroyed himself by taking poison. A verdict being returned that the deceased was of sound mind, his body was ordered to be buried in the highway.

April 2nd 1823

Rape and murder on Buckland XE "Buckland"  Hill.

On Saturday last, Wm Flood XE "Flood" , the young man in custody on the charge of having committed this dreadful deed, was again brought up for examination at the Green Dragon XE "Green Dragon" , Coombe St Nicholas XE "Coombe St Nicholas" . W Hanning XE "Hanning"  esq, Col Raban XE "Raban" , Rev Dr Palmer XE "Palmer" , Rev Mr Festing XE "Festing" , Sir W Pole XE "Pole" , bart, H Henley XE "Henley"  esq, Col Fortiscue XE "Fortiscue" , and W Speke XE "Speke"  esq were present. After several witnesses were examined, Mr Hanning observed, that from the number of witnesses remaining, and from the obligation on the Magistrates to attend the Assizes, it would be impossible to resume the examination until next Monday, when the Assizes will have closed. Mr Cox XE "Cox" , solicitor, of Honiton, attended for the prisoner, and was permitted by the Magistrates, to cross-examine the witnesses, an unusual concession, and strongly demonstrative of the solicitude of the Magistrates that full justice should be rendered the wretched prisoner. The examination is likely to occupy several days, there being upwards of forty witnesses. The labours of the Magistrates, and the concurrent aid afforded them by the Committee have been most exemplary, and it is confidently expected that their highly commendable exertions will be the means of bringing to light every circumstance relating to this diabolical deed. A singular event has occurred in connexion with this terrible catastrophe. A poor woman who lives in a cottage about 300 yards from the spot where the murder was committed, and who is supposed to know something concerning it, is gone out of her mind, and is in consequence sent to the Madhouse, at Fivehead XE "Fivehead" . It is believed that she saw the murderer coming from the spot, but for some reason, yet unexplained, was induced to conceal the knowledge of this fact.    

April 16th 1823

Manslaughter from rapid driving.

Geo Clerk XE "Clerk" , the driver of a Bristol XE "Bristol"  and Bath coach XE "Bath coach" , was tried under the new Act of Parliament, for Manslaughter, in having furiously driven a coach so that it upset, and a person named James Hamilton XE "Hamilton"  killed. It was given in evidence that the coachman appeared to be in liquor, and drove at the rate of 12 or 14 miles an hour. The coach swung from side to side as it went along, and was upset by getting overbalanced. The jury found the prisoner guilty. 

Mr Justice Burrough XE "Burrough"  said, by the Act of Parliament under which the prisoner was indicted, he was liable to transportation for life; but as this was the first conviction under the Statute, he should impose a more lenient punishment, in the hope that it would operate as a first warning to those of his class, against a similar offence. His Lordship sentenced the prisoner to twelve months hard labour at the tread mill. 

There were many Jehus in Court, among whom the conviction and sentence appeared to excite a strong sensation.

Charge of Murder.

William Hunt XE "Hunt" , a master chimney sweep, and Mary, his wife, were tried on a charge of having wilfully murdered their apprentice, William Bartlett XE "Bartlett" , by repeated ill usage.

The first witness was John Clarke XE "Clarke" , aged 13 years and a half, fellow apprentice of Bartlett XE "Bartlett" , who deposed that the deceased was only nine years of age; they slept together on a chaff bed, with a soot cloth to cover them. His master beat him every other day, sometimes with a whip, and sometimes with his fists. He never had more than 5 or 6 clean shirts from the time he came (haymaking season, 1822) to his death. He was tied to the banisters, with ropes all round him before Christmas, for a whole day and night. When witness slept with him he used to dirt himself, and sometimes he dirtied his clothes. Mistress and master used to beat him terribly. Sometimes his master beat him first, and sometimes his mistress. He was sometimes naked, and sometimes dressed when he was beaten with the whip and the whalebone, (An ash walking stick, about a finger thick, with a nob at the end, a donkey whip, with a thong, and three strips of whalebone, were here exhibited as the elements of chastisement.) The beating was sometimes every day: sometimes up stairs, sometimes down in the kitchen, and the back yard. Sometimes he had no clothes on when he was beat in the back yard. About a fortnight before he died, in the depth of winter, he was put into a pump-trough full of cold water and washed, because he had dirtied himself. (By the Judge.) He was out in the yard no longer than he was washing. On the Sunday before he died he was very ill, and when sitting at dinner could not eat his victuals. Mistress said she would make him eat it, and hit him with a stick over the back. He went upstairs, and was in bed all that day; next morning he died; his mistress put the corpse in the children’s bed, and made witness carry the bed down into the coal hole. The bed was very dirty, that was the reason it was taken to the coal hole. (There was a short pause in the examination, which the witness availed himself of, and requested that some wounds which he had upon his head might be examined, in order that his own wrongs might be inquired into against his master.)

Thomas Newbolt XE "Newbolt"  said he had seen the boy beaten in the yard, and had heard Hunt say that he would be d—d if he did not cut him in pieces if he did not leave off dirtying himself. A little girl, daughter of the last witness, stated that she looked through the board partition on that day, and saw Mr Hunt take the little boy by his heels, and throw him down upon the stone floor. He fell upon his head, and it was a long time before he could move. A young woman who lives in a neighbouring tenement, said she had seen Mrs Hunt wash her own children in the trough.

Mr J Haviland XE "Haviland" , surgeon, of Bridgwater XE "Bridgwater" , and another medical gentleman , deposed to the bruised state of the body; the intestines were filled with large wounds, and the lungs highly inflamed. The opinion was, that the boy died of inflammation on the lungs, which might have been caused by cold and wet.

The jury returned a verdict of Nor Guilty; at which there was a murmur of disapprobation in the crowded gallery, but the judge instantly checked it by threatening to commit any one guilty of such an indecorum. 

April 23rd 1823

Inquests – at Cutcombe XE "Cutcombe" , on Geo Bennett XE "Bennett" , aged about 70, who, whilst engaged with others in ringing the church bells, fell down on the floor, and instantly expired. Verdict, died by the visitation of God.

At Withycombe XE "Withycombe" , on Henry Mitchell XE "Mitchell" , aged 67, who was found dead on Withycombe Hill, where he had expired on his return from Carhampton XE "Carhampton" . Verdict, found dead.

April 30th 1823

Execution. 

On Wednesday last, Geo Steelman XE "Steelman" , who was capitally convicted at our late Assizes, of a robbery on John Lucas XE "Lucas" , near Compton Dunden XE "Compton Dunden" , accompanied by acts of great violence, was executed in front of Ilchester Goal XE "Ilchester Goal" . Ever since his conviction he has conducted himself with becoming resignation, acknowledged the justice of his sentence, and seemed to feel great consolation that he had not committed murder on the prosecutor. On ascending the platform, he turned round, and addressed his companions in vice, (who had been previously arranged in the different yards to witness the sad scene) by exhorting them to take warning of his unhappy end, and to attend to what the good Parson said to him on the Lord’s Day; and said he should die happy, as he had made his peace with God. The clergyman, Mr Valentine XE "Valentine" , and the prisoner, then knelt down, and prayed for nearly a quarter of an hour, when he took his leave, and at eleven o’clock the fatal signal was given, and the world closed on him forever. He was only 26 years of age, and declared it to be the only robbery he had committed during his life, and that distress alone caused him to do it.  

May 14th 1823

An inquest was held on Friday week, at Williton XE "Williton" , in the parish of St Decuman XE "St Decuman" ’s on the body of Robert Manfield XE "Manfield" , aged about 60, who, while employed in quarrying stones, was killed by the fall of an immense block, upwards of a ton in weight, which he was in the act of loosening – Verdict, Accidental Death.             

June 4th 1823

Inquests – At Taunton XE "Taunton"  St James, on Richard Kerslake XE "Kerslake" , a very old man, who was found dead in his bed. The abode of this man was wretched in the extreme, notwithstanding, from a weekly payment which he received, he had the means of living comfortably. Verdict, Died by the visitation of God.

At Broomfield XE "Broomfield"  on Samuel Palfry XE "Palfry" , aged 30, who being much intoxicated, fell backwards from a cart in which he was riding, and having injured the spinal marrow, he expired the following day. Verdict, Accidental Death. He has left several children to lament his loss.

At Lympsham XE "Lympsham" , on Harry Vowels XE "Vowels" , aged 18, who, in a state of frenzy, leaped out of a window, of the height of about ten feet, and then ran and plunged into a pit where he was drowned.

And at Curry Rivel XE "Curry Rivel" , near Langport XE "Langport" , on Ann Ring XE "Ring" , aged 66, who was found drowned in a well. The deceased had for some time past been in a melancholy way, and the jury in this case, as well as that at Lympsham XE "Lympsham" , returned a verdict of Lunacy.   

Felo De Se.

Mr Lennard XE "Lennard"  observed, that he had little to say in introducing his motion for leave to bring in a bill to alter and amend the law respecting the burial of persons who had been adjudged felo de se, as he understood no opposition was intended to be made to it. As the law now stood a felo de se was deprived of the rites of burial, and exposed to the indignity of having a stake driven through his body. The infliction of this odious and disgusting ceremony was not, he believed, enjoined by a written enactment, but by an old custom. By the canon law, three classes of person were deprived of Christian burial; these were – all who were guilty of felo de se, excommunicated persons, and those who had not undergone baptism. It was only in the case of felo de se that he wished to interfere, and there only to abolish the practise of the mere indignity of applying the stake to the body, for he meant to leave the burial to be performed in private any where it might be thought proper – Leave was given to bring in the bill.  

June 15th 1823

Thursday afternoon, between five and six o’clock, John Huddleston XE "Huddleston" , a native of Bath XE "Bath" , who was confined in Shepton Mallet XE "Shepton Mallet"  Gaol, on a charge of assault upon his own mother, put an end to his existence by hanging himself. The deceased having endeavoured to create a disturbance, and effect the escape of some of his fellow prisoners, had been ordered into solitary confinement, where he committed the act in the following manner:- To his cell is attached a small yard, and having removed his bedstead from the cell into this yard, he reared it perpendicularly, and suspended himself from the top of it, with a pair of braces; in which situation he was soon after discovered. Every effort was made to restore animation; he was bled in both arms, but without effect.

Inquests.

At Milverton XE "Milverton" , on Mary Parish XE "Parish" , aged 62, who it appeared had some years since been seized with a paralytic affection, which deprived her of  the use of her right side. Being left alone in a room where there was a fire, her clothes ignited, and she was so dreadfully burnt that she expired the second day after. 

At Bishop’s Lydeard XE "Bishop’s Lydeard" , on George Read XE "Read" , aged 57, who was thrown from the shafts of a wagon, in a narrow bad road, and expired immediately. 

At Pitminster XE "Pitminster"  near Taunton XE "Taunton" , on William Pursey XE "Pursey" , aged 17, who was found dead in a farm yard at Woodbrook XE "Woodbrook" . It appeared that the deceased being in the act of lifting a sort of dray used by farmers for husbandry purposes, it fell on him, and he received a rupture of a vessel on the brain, which caused his instant death. Verdicts, Accidental Death.     

June 25th 1823

At the parish of St Decumans XE "St Decumans" , on James Barton XE "Barton" , aged about 60. It appeared  that the deceased and another elderly man, named John Hill XE "Hill" , were inmates of the poor house, and that they slept together for some time – that the deceased had become feeble, and subject to an infirmity which rendered him disagreeable to his bedfellow – that about five weeks since, a circumstance of this kind having occurred, Hill beat the deceased with a large stick, gave him a black eye, and he became much swollen and discoloured about the forehead. The deceased soon became somewhat torpid, and in about 10 days afterwards quite insensible, in which state he remained till his death. On opening the head, a quantity of extravasated blood appeared, with water on the brain; there was also a considerable contusion upon the hip joint, the effects of which were visible on opening the body. Verdict, Manslaughter against John Hill, who was committed to Wilton Gaol XE "Wilton Gaol" , to take his trial. 

At North Perrot XE "North Perrot" , near Crewkerne XE "Crewkerne" , on a farmer, named Richard Dodge XE "Dodge" , aged 52, a native of Closworth XE "Closworth" ; who, whilst driving a waggon at a quick pace through North Perrot Street, in alighting off the shafts, fell on the road, and the wheels passing over his head, his skull was so shockingly fractured, that he expired almost instantly.

At Dowlish XE "Dowlish" , on Ann Walden XE "Walden" , a child about a year and a half old, who fell into a ditch by the road side, and was found drowned. 

At Meare XE "Meare" , on Jane Hayes XE "Hayes" , who was so shockingly burnt by her clothes taking fire, that she died shortly after.

At Martock XE "Martock" , on Eliz Pipe XE "Pipe" , who fell into the fire in a fit, and was so dreadfully burnt that she soon after expired.

At Montacute XE "Montacute" , on William Geard XE "Geard" , who was crushed under a stone nearly two tons weight, which caused his death a few days after. Verdicts, Accidental Death.

At Brean XE "Brean" , on Capt J Webb XE "Webb" , of the ship Farmer, who was shipwrecked on the Gore Sands, three weeks before.      

July 2nd 1823

On Friday night last, about 12 o’clock, as Chadwell’s XE "Chadwell’s"  Bristol XE "Bristol"  and Exeter XE "Exeter"  Waggon was proceeding from Wellington XE "Wellington"  to Exeter, the passengers were surprised at the horses’ making a sudden stop; and getting out to ascertain the cause, found that the waggoner had fallen under one of the wheels, and was lying in a dying state. They applied at the nearest house for assistance, but the inhabitants, not overburthened with the milk of human kindness, merely assisted in the best manner they could to rid themselves of an incumbrance by thrusting him into his waggon, and, without further notice of the unfortunate occurrence, retired again to their repose. The passengers, among whom was his son, a lad about 11 years of age, proceeded with him to the next habitation, where, fortunately, they found more hospitality; the inmates, in a manner highly creditable to their humanity, promptly afforded every accommodation and attention possible, but he died in about two hours after. When his distracted widow, and his sister who lives at Wellington, (the poor man’s native place) heard of it, they immediately hastened to the spot to convey him to Wellington, but found that the kind inmates of the house where he lay had already made every preparation for a decent funeral, which took place soon after, attended by a great number of respectable persons, who afforded comfort and commiseration to his afflicted relatives – Immediately after the ceremony was concluded, a poor labourer pulled off his hat, and, putting sixpence into it, commenced a subscription in aid of the widow and her child. This had the desired effect, and within a few minutes he collected 39s 6d which he presented to her. 

Inquests.

At Whatley XE "Whatley" , on a male bastard child, whose death was occasioned by his mother giving him a portion of magnesia. 

At Brislington XE "Brislington" , on Harriet Jones XE "Jones" , an infant who fell into a tub of boiling wort, which occasioned her death. 

At Winscomb XE "Winscomb" , on Mr Joseph Bady XE "Bady" , killed by falling from a horse.

At Saltford XE "Saltford" , on John Dare XE "Dare" , found dead.

At Shipham XE "Shipham" , on Saml Towles XE "Towles" , who was found dead in his cottage, situated in a lonely spot in the forest of Mendip XE "Mendip"  – Verdicts, accidental death. 

July 9th 1823

Death by Lightning.

Tuesday afternoon, about a quarter past three o’clock, a tremendous storm of thunder and lightning was experienced in Patchway XE "Patchway" , near Bristol XE "Bristol" . A chimney in the house of Mr Bolton XE "Bolton" , was struck by the electric fluid, and thrown down; it also entered the garret window, where a servant girl was dressing, who had that instant put an infant out of her arms; the girl received the shock in her breast, which deprived her of the use of her limbs, and rendered her senseless. The fluid also entered the window on the ground floor, and stuck down a child, about ten years of age, who never spoke afterwards. The wall, underneath the window, was stript of the plastering. The servant girl is likely to recover; but the death of the poor child, in so sudden and awful a manner, is a grievous affliction to its parents. 

Accident - Saturday sennight, as Mr W Stevens XE "Stevens" , haulier, of Frogmore Street XE "Frogmore Street" , was coming to Bristol XE "Bristol"  with a load of coal, he fell from the shafts of the wagon, at Ashton XE "Ashton" , when the wheels passed over his body, which so much injured him that he died on Sunday.  

August 6th 1823

The murder on Buckland XE "Buckland"  Hill

In the charge of the Grand Jury, on Monday last, the Learned Judge, adverting to the case of Wm Flood XE "Flood" , who stood charged with the wilful murder of Betty Trump XE "Trump" , observed that although the facts disclosed on the examination of the prisoner before the Magistrate were quite sufficient to justify his commitment, yet, if the Grand Jury should not be furnished with such additional evidence as might in their opinion lead to a conviction, the more prudent course would be, not to return a true bill; in which case the prisoner might hereafter be put on his trial, should new circumstances arise more conclusive to his guilt. In pursuance of this recommendation we presume it was, that the Grand Jury yesterday returned “No Bill” and the prisoner was accordingly set at liberty.

A few days since, Mr Stokes, jun son of a farmer at Ham Hill, Shepton Mallet XE "Shepton Mallet" , in a fit of insanity nearly severed his head from his body with a razor, and instantly expired.   

August 13th 1823

Inquests – At North Petherton XE "North Petherton" , on Susan Harper, aged 55, who drowned herself. She was in the habit of drinking to excess, and on the day previously to being found, was much intoxicated.

Lunacy – At High Ham XE "High Ham" , on a child named Myer XE "Myer" , aged about eighteen months. The deceased was left with some other children in the absence of her mother, who had placed a willow basket over the mouth of a well, to prevent accident; but the poor child got into the basket with a cat in her arms, and the weight of the child, though so small, forced the basket into the well, where she was drowned. Verdict – Accidental Death.  

Sir, In your last paper you stated, that in noticing the case of William Flood, who stood charged with the murder of Elizabeth Trump XE "Trump" , Mr Justice Burrough XE "Burrough"  in his charge to the Grand Jury observed, “that although the facts disclosed on the examination of the prisoner before the magistrates were quite sufficient to justify his commitment, yet if the grand jury should not be furnished with such additional evidence as might, in their opinion lead to a conviction, the more prudent course would be not to return a true bill; in which case the prisoner might hereafter be put on his trial, should new circumstances arise more conclusive of his guilt.” To which you added, “that in pursuance of this recommendation you presume it was that the grand jury returned no bill.”

Having been employed as the attornies for this much injured young man, we cannot refrain from stating that the charge of the Judge, was in our opinion, and in the opinion of every one we have conversed with upon the subject, extremely objectionable. It would necessarily operate against he prisoner, by leading every one to expect the certainty of conviction if the bill were found, and if ignored, that the prisoner had not been discharged for want of evidence, but because there was evidence sufficient to create the hope of a future trial and conviction.

The prisoner has been most injuriously treated from first to last. He was apprehended upon this charge so long ago as the 20th February, was examined before Dr Palmer XE "Palmer"  and discharged; he was at large till the 8th March, when he was again apprehended, and brought before Mr Hanning XE "Hanning"  and others (having in the mean time pursued his usual employment, and never attempted to escape.) He was detained from that time in custody until the Spring Assizes were over, the apology for which was, that sufficient time had not elapsed to obtain evidence against him, and he was ultimately, on the 10th of April, committed for trial, without any evidence whatever against him, which, to an unprejudiced mind, could in our opinion create the slightest suspicion of his guilt, whilst the most convincing evidence of the moral certainty of his innocence was offered to the magistrates.

During his imprisonment, and even to within a fortnight of the Assizes, Mr Hanning XE "Hanning"  continued to swear and examine witnesses against him, and even summoned, swore, and examined persons who were witnesses for the prisoner, the attorney for the prosecution being present, taking down their examinations. No effort has been spared to obtain evidence for the prosecution, and the most improper measures have been resorted to, to intimidate the witnesses for the prisoner, yet after all this preparation he is discharged without a trial, and the rejection of the bill by the Grand Jury, which is generally admitted as a proof of innocence, is by your report of the Judge’s charge, and your inference from it, turned into a further proof of guilt. Whilst for the sake of the administration of justice, we lament that your report of the Judge’s charge is correct, we are happy for the sake of the prisoner, that we can most positively state that your inference from it was false; and that the bill was ignored from a perfect conviction that there was not the slightest ground for bringing the charge against the prisoner. We have the authority of Sir Thomas Buckler Lethbridge XE "Lethbridge"  for stating, that he, as Chairman of the Grand Jury, had minutely attended to all the evidence against the prisoner, and that he was perfectly satisfied of his innocence, and that not a shadow of suspicion attached to him. 

As your widely circulated paper has been the medium of communicating to the public various unfounded rumours, injurious to the prisoner, we think we do not ask too much in requesting that you will insert this in your next. And we remain Sir, 

Your very obedient Servants, Cox XE "Cox"  and Aberdeen.

Charge of Manslaughter.

John Hill, aged 69, was indicted for feloniously killing and slaying John Burton. The prisoner and the deceased were paupers in the workhouse of St Decumans XE "St Decumans" , and in consequence of a quarrel they fought with their sticks on the 30th of April, and the deceased received a blow on the forehead, which (according to the evidence of Mr Tuttiett, surgeon, of Wiveliscombe XE "Wiveliscombe" ) caused his death on 6th of June. As it could not be proved which of the two struck the first blow, the prisoner was acquitted. 

August 27th 1823

Inquests recently held in this county by Mr Caines of Langport XE "Langport" .

At North Petherton XE "North Petherton" , on John Foster XE "Foster" , aged 32, a farmer, who whilst employed with his reapers in a field near his house, died from the rupture of a blood vessel. Verdict, died by the visitation of God.

And at Ashley Lodge XE "Ashley Lodge" , in the parish of Porlock XE "Porlock" , on John Jones XE "Jones" , aged 48. Deceased had for many years been in the employ of Lord King, at his beautifully romantic Villa at Ashley, and from his strict integrity and sobriety, and being a most confidential servant, he was universally esteemed in that neighbourhood. Unfortunately it had been latterly discovered that he was labouring under some dreadful impression of mind, and for a few days had become so delirious as to render it necessary to have persons to sit up with him. On the night of Thursday last, three persons attended him, but towards the morning he appeared more tranquil and apparently asleep, his protectors also fell asleep, and about four in the morning deceased escaped from them in his shirt only, and went to a hay-house about two hundred yards distant, where he put a period to his existence by fixing the head of a halter over a side timber of the building, and placing his head in a noose of the other end, then threw himself off, in which situation he was found quite dead. Verdict, Insanity. Since the inquest it has been discovered that the unfortunate man was one of those unhappy mortals who believed in witchcraft, and under the stupid belief that he was bewitched had actually sent a person to one of the Boker XE "Boker"  family (a notorious set of impostors who reside near Cullompton XE "Cullompton" ), to be informed of the means of freeing himself from the mischievous agency which afflicted him. It is truly lamentable that at this period of society such idle notions should still exist in the western part of this county, and it is most sincerely to be hoped that enough will hereafter be elicited respecting the melancholy event to cause the person to be prosecuted who is supposed to have dared to violate the law, of his country, by picking the pocket and harassing the mind of this unfortunate man, so as to lead him to the commission of the fatal deed. 

An extraordinary and awful circumstance lately occurred at the Town Hall, Bath XE "Bath" . A young woman, named Harriet Clark XE "Clark" , attended for the purpose of swearing to the father of an illegitimate child, about a month old. After the usual preliminaries had been gone through, the book was given her to take the oath; when, singular to relate, the child, which not a moment before was in apparent good health, expired in her arms! 

September 3rd 1823

Execution

On Wednesday last, John Taylor XE "Taylor" , convicted at the last Assizes for Somerset, (with John Thomas XE "Thomas" , who had been previously reprieved on account of his age,) for a burglary in the dwelling house of Mr Collett XE "Collett" , at the Red Lion XE "Red Lion" , Woolverton XE "Woolverton" , suffered the awful sentence of the law on the New Drop in front of Ilchester Gaol XE "Ilchester Gaol" . Ever since his conviction he has conducted himself in the most hardened manner, relying on his being able to effect an escape from his cell, which hope he cherished until a few hours before he suffered; having on that morning watched a bolt from the door of a cell in the passage, in which he was permitted to walk, during the momentary absence of the person placed to watch, with which he ineffectually endeavoured to force the lock of an iron gate leading to a passage over a part of the Debtor’s room, with the hope of crossing the wall. At nine o’clock the Chaplain administered the Sacrament to him, soon after which the Under Sheriff arrived, and at eleven o’clock the unhappy culprit ascended the platform, where he continued in prayer with the Chaplain for twenty minutes, when he was launched into eternity. He was a native of Nottingham, and only 24 years of age; he had commenced his career of crime for a short time only, but had been concerned in numerous burglaries in Bath and its vicinity, and was only acquitted at the last Salisbury Assizes XE "Salisbury Assizes" .

September 10th 1823

On Saturday last, a servant of Mr Cuff XE "Cuff" , of Henlade XE "Henlade" , near this town, was found in a dying state near his cart, laden with coal, which he was conveying from Ham XE "Ham" . It was supposed he had fallen under the cart, which must have passed over his body. He retained sense sufficient to request that he might be conveyed to a neighbouring public house, where he died a short time after. A Coroner’s Jury, who sat the next day on the body, returned a verdict of Accidental Death.

Inquests

At Berrow XE "Berrow" , near Burnham XE "Burnham" , on Jane Higgins XE "Higgins" , aged 13, who having mounted a horse on a man’s saddle, and placed her foot in the stirrup leather, the saddle turned round, and the horse becoming frightened ran off, and dragged the deceased for a considerable distance, until the girth broke. She was taken up lifeless, having ruptured some blood vessels.

At Broomfield XE "Broomfield"  on John Reed XE "Reed" , a farmer’s servant, aged 19, who, whilst employed in drawing a load of wheat into a rick yard, was forced against a gate post, with so much violence, that it became necessary to use horses to draw back the load before he could be released. The poor fellow languished in great agony until the following day, when he died of mortification, occasioned by a rupture of one of the intestines. Verdict, in each case, Accident.     

September 17th 1823

Singular and Fatal Accidents

Wednesday se’nnight a man named Clarke XE "Clarke" , employed in one of our breweries, while in the act of raising a cask, pressed a needle, which he had stuck in the lapel of his coat, into his breast, which produced so violent an inflammation as to occasion his death on the ensuing Friday – Bath Chronicle.    

October 1st 1823

Inquests

At Chard XE "Chard" , on Joseph Snell XE "Snell" , who suddenly fell dead whilst eating his dinner;

And at the same place, on a child found dead in bed. Verdicts, Died by Visitation of God.

At Charlton Adam XE "Charlton Adam" , on George Biddiscombe XE "Biddiscombe" , who, when riding in a state of intoxication on the shafts of a wagon, fell off, and both wheels passing over him, he was instantly killed;

At Bruton XE "Bruton" , on Jane Smith XE "Smith" , a child about nine years if age, who was killed by a wagon passing over her on the bridge, in consequence of the horses taking fright. Verdicts, Accidental Death.   

October 8th 1823

Inquests

Friday se’nnight, on the body of Mary Twooze XE "Twooze" , aged 55, the wife of a carpenter at Wellington XE "Wellington" , who was found by her husband, in her bed room, suspended by the neck, quite dead. On examining the body, several small wounds were discovered on the neck, which leave no doubt that the unhappy woman had recently attempted to cut her throat. It was clearly proved that the deceased had been for a considerable time in a state of mental derangement. Verdict, ‘Insanity’. 

At Kingston XE "Kingston"  Seymour XE "Kingston Seymour" , on Wm Parker XE "Parker" , a pilot belonging to Pill XE "Pill" , who was drowned, with a companion, by the uplifting of his boat in a gale of wind.

At Yatton XE "Yatton" , on Mary Parsons XE "Parsons" , aged 14 months, who died in consequence of putting her hand into boiling fat.  

November 5th 1823

Fatal Accident.

On Monday se’nnight, S Knight XE "Knight" , many years driver of a Bath coach XE "Bath coach" , met his death on Maidenhead Thicket XE "Maidenhead Thicket" , Berks. He was riding on the coach box, the guard having the reigns, and when dosing, he fell, and was instantaneously killed by the wheels going over his head. The deceased was a very respectable man, and kept a public house at Newberry XE "Newberry" . He has left a large family.

About three weeks ago, a pauper of the parish of Spaxton XE "Spaxton" , near Bridgwater XE "Bridgwater" , died, who had been a sufferer for a considerable time from water on the chest and was attended during his illness by Mr H Axford XE "Axford" , of Bridgwater, the parish surgeon, who had taken from him, altogether, the surprising quantity of 11 quarts of water at different times. On his death, Mr Axford wished to open the body, and see the state of the lungs, &c; but the wife’s abhorrence of such a measure could not be got over, and Mr A desisted from further application. In two days however, afterwards, a message was received by him from the woman, that she had been offered some money by another surgeon for the dissection of the body, and that if he (Mr A.) would give the same, he should do it. We hope the parish officers will take care that the heartless woman who made this bargain and sale of her husband’s corpse, duly account to them for the purchase money, or that, at all events, she is not permitted to receive parish payment for the time the sum ought to serve for her own sustenance.

Inquests have recently been held by Mr Caines of Langport XE "Langport" , at Taunton XE "Taunton" , on a pauper belonging to that parish, who had for some time been confined in the lunatic asylum at Fulland’s House XE "Fulland’s House" , where she was found dead. It was satisfactorily proved at the inquest that the deceased had been very humanely and properly treated, and the jury returned a verdict  ‘Died by the Visitation of God’. 

At Exton XE "Exton" , near Dulverton XE "Dulverton" , on Richard Baker XE "Baker"  aged 40, who was found dead on Friday last, on the hill near the turnpike road leading from Dunster XE "Dunster"  to Dulverton, where he was seen late in the evening preceding, on his way from Bampton fair XE "Bampton fair"  to Selworthy XE "Selworthy" , where he resided. There could be no doubt that the deceased had got out of his road and became exhausted, being found with his head resting on a gate, or rather between the head of the gate and the gate post. Verdict, ‘Died by the Visitation of God, from the inclemency of the weather’. 

And at East Brent XE "East Brent" , on James Sawtell XE "Sawtell" , aged 14, who was also found dead on Friday morning lying by the side of a cart and two horses, which he had been driving, with an elderly man, who had occasion to stop by the road side for a few minutes, during which time the deceased got off the road with the cart and horses and was missed by the old man, who went on to Weare XE "Weare" , at which place he intended to stop during the night. Not finding the hay there, and being himself exhausted, he requested some other persons to go in search of him, which they did, but without success. Verdict as in the last case, with a request to the Coroner to add as follows:- ‘But that James Middleton XE "Middleton" , of Aller XE "Aller" , in the country aforesaid, haggler, was guilty of gross neglect, in having suffered the said James Sawtell to be exposed to such extreme everity of weather. The verdict was recorded accordingly. Middleton stated that he was 69 years of age. He had been detained in custody till the close of the inquest, for alledged improper conduct, in not having stopped at the Fox and Goose XE "Fox and Goose"  instead of proceeding on to Weare.   

November 12th 1823

Shipwreck

At the entrance of Newport XE "Newport"  river and its vicinity, the storm raged in a most dreadful manner, and the vessels lying there were in immediate danger of being lost in the tremendous sea running at the time. The Defiance, of Bristol XE "Bristol" , a coal trow, belonging to Messrs Verry XE "Verry"  and Newton XE "Newton" , whilst at anchor within the first reach of the above river, was struck by a heavy sea on Thursday night, and almost immediately sunk. The master, Ryder XE "Ryder"  (with his wife), and the crew, took to the boat, and endeavoured to reach the shore, in which attempt they failed, after having lost two oars. The situation now became deplorable; the storm came on with increased violence; and having but two oars remaining, they were driven into the channel, where the sea running at a great height, and the wind blowing almost a hurricane, there seemed but little probability of escaping with their lives; they remained in a state of suspense, between life and death, for nearly ten hours, and kept continually baling the boat, which nearly the whole time was filled with water. The storm, at length, partially subsided, and in a state of exhaustion they reached Brean XE "Brean"  Bay, on the Somersetshire coast. Several persons instantly rendered every assistance in their power, and carried them from the boat to some houses in an adjoining hamlet. Only one person met his death, who was a nephew of Mrs Verry, part proprietor of the vessel; he remained till the last in the boat, and when carried on shore he fell back and expired, notwithstanding every exertion that was made to keep life within him; his name was Thomas White XE "White" , a promising young man of 18 years. His body was removed to the church; the crew arrived in Bristol on Sunday morning, in a wretched condition. It is a most remarkable and providential circumstance that the whole were not lost, especially when it is considered, that they were in an open boat, with only two oars, and driven at the mercy of wind and waves, in the Bristol Channel, and  that too in as tempestuous a night as ever can be remembered. The vessel has since been raised and towed up to Newport, where she is undergoing repairs. The Susannah, and another coal vessel, were also lying within the river, and nearly suffered the fate of the Defiance.  

In the night of the 30th ult, the Friend’s Increase, of Bridgwater XE "Bridgwater"  from Newport XE "Newport" , laden with coals, foundered near the How Rock. The Captain, his son, and two men perished. The boat, and other articles belonging to the vessel have since been washed ashore near Berrow XE "Berrow" . A boat with six oars, has also been washed ashore at Stert XE "Stert" . It is supposed to belong to one of the Severn trows, as the name “Brothers” was marked on her, and a vessel of that name was lost on the same night, near Newport River. Several bodies have been washed ashore on the coast of Minehead XE "Minehead" ; but it is not known whose they are. At Keynsham XE "Keynsham"  considerable damage was done; and two individuals (hatters) who, it is feared, were in a state of intoxication, were drowned, by obstinately persevering in a passage over the bridge at the Brass Works, where the water was exceeding rapid  and deep. 

Inquests recently held by Mr Caines of Langport XE "Langport" .

At Martock XE "Martock" , on Samuel Topp XE "Topp" , aged 50, some years since a baker, residing in that neighbourhood, who, on his return from Ilchester XE "Ilchester"  to Martock, where he had lately resided, on Tuesday week, it being very dark, and the road covered with water to a considerable depth, was unfortunately drowned, and carried by the current under several bridges, and was not found till Saturday last, the 8th inst. A report had gone abroad that he had been refused a bed at Cartgate public house XE "Cartgate public house" , but it was proved, to the satisfaction of his relatives and the jury, that he made no application for a bed, and he was advised not to go home, but  that he persisted in making the attempt. Verdict – Found drowned. 

On Monday an inquest was held on Lot Goldsworthy XE "Goldsworthy" , at Pitminster XE "Pitminster" , who fell down dead the preceding day, while in the act of ringing at the church. – Verdict, Died by the Visitation of God. We are not aware that ringing is an excessive exercise, or likely to lead to dangerous results, but it is a rather singular coincidence that a similar death occurred only a few months since at Cutcombe XE "Cutcombe" , near Dunster XE "Dunster" , to one of the ringers of that parish.        

Dec 3rd 1823

The inhabitants of North Petherton XE "North Petherton"  were much agitated, last Wednesday, by the accidental discovery of several sets of grave clothes, which were found in a dung heap of Mr John Chapple XE "Chapple" . After service, on Sunday, the parishioners assembled in the Church, on the subject, and an active instigation is in progress. Strong suspicion attaches to a man who was formerly implicated in stealing a dead body from the churchyard of that parish, and who is supposed to be employed in this nefarious traffic by the surgeons at Bristol XE "Bristol" . 

Execution

On Wednesday last, Samuel Voke XE "Voke"  underwent his sentence, at Ilchester XE "Ilchester" . From the time of his trial he never entertained the slightest hope of life, and has been assiduous in his attention to the instructions and exhortations of Mr Valentine XE "Valentine" , the pious chaplain of the gaol, from which he derived the greatest spiritual comfort, and entire preparation for his fate. Having expressed a wish to see his prosecutor, Pearse XE "Pearse"  visited the gaol on Sunday the 23rd ult., when a mutual pardon was exchanged, and they took leave of each other on the most friendly terms. At an early hour on Wednesday morning, Mr Valentine visited the prisoner and administered the sacrament to him, and they continued in prayer and religious conversation till the awful moment was at hand. Before he left his cell he expressed in the warmest terms his gratitude to the Chaplain, as well as to Mr Hardy XE "Hardy"  and the officers of the gaol, for their kindness. At Eleven o’clock he ascended the platform and having prayed with the clergyman for a quarter of an hour, he continued for about five minutes in secret aspiration to his maker; the rope was then adjusted, and the signal being given, in a few minutes life was extinct. Voke was a remarkably fine young man, about 24 years of age, the son of respectable parents, who occupy a small farm at Compton Dundon. Poaching, considered by young men of his class a venial offence, became in him the parent of a frightful crime; the interruptions given to him in his unlawful pursuits by Pearse, in the performance of his duty, led to that desire for vengeance, and thirst for blood, which so fatally recoiled upon his own head. It has been erroneously stated that he was attended in the prison by a dissenting minister; we are assured that he received religious instruction from the chaplain alone.

Inquests recently held in Somersetshire recently holden by Mr Caines, of Langport XE "Langport" .

At the Church at Berrow XE "Berrow" , on William Row XE "Row" , aged 20, one of the crew of the schooner Friends Increase, a collier belonging to the port of Bridgwater XE "Bridgwater"  which vessel foundered in the way in the terrible gale of 31st Oct. He was round on the strand on the 20th ult but as there was no evidence to prove that he was on board when she foundered, the jury returned a verdict of ‘Found drowned’.

At the King Alfred Inn XE "King Alfred Inn" , at Burroughbridge XE "Burroughbridge" , on Mary Coles XE "Coles" , aged 40, who on the 1st ult it being dark and very stormy, walked into the River Tone, near Stanmoor Bridge XE "Stanmoor Bridge" . The Coroner and Jury were unanimously of opinion that the place where the deceased left the bank of the river was extremely dangerous, and that a guard was absolutely necessary.

At Dunster XE "Dunster" , on John Gould XE "Gould" , aged 20, who having got into an apple tree in the nursery garden at Dunster Castle XE "Dunster Castle" , and missed his footway, fell to the ground a dislocated his neck.

At South Brent XE "South Brent" , on a child named Morday XE "Morday" , aged three years, whose parents are inmates of  the poor house, who was drowned in a ditch on the 25th ult. Verdict, in each of the last mentioned cases – ‘Accidental Death’. 

December 10th 1823

Inquests recently holden by Mr Caines of Langport XE "Langport" .

In this town on Elizabeth Wake XE "Wake" , aged 47, who having dropped on the floor, died suddenly. 

At Lydeard Saint Lawrence XE "Lydeard Saint Lawrence" , on John Sannders XE "Sannders" , aged 63, who being in the employ of Mr Corner XE "Corner" , of Nethercott XE "Nethercott" , whilst giving an answer to a question asked by Miss Corner, fell down and died without a groan or even a struggle. He appeared previously in perfect health, but he had been known to have fallen in fits some years earlier. Verdict in each case, ‘Died by the visitation of God.’

At Stoke St Mary XE "Stoke St Mary" , near this town, on John Saunders XE "Saunders" , late of Broadway XE "Broadway" , aged 77. The deceased was a labouring man, and had been to Stoke XE "Stoke"  for some working tools he had previously let there, and had been drinking at one of the unlicensed Cider Houses; he was seen staggering drunk, travelling towards his home, and having to pass by the side of a brook, he fell in and was drowned. The body was not discovered for several days. 

At Stathe XE "Stathe" , in the parish of Aller XE "Aller" , near Langport XE "Langport" , on Charles Dibble XE "Dibble"  aged four years, who fell into the river Parrett XE "Parrett" , and was drowned, after floating (on his back) nearly half a mile by the force of the current, which at the time was very strong, the river being nearly full. This was a truly distressing scene, as the poor little fellow, whilst so floating in the water, was heard calling to his mother for assistance. Verdict in each case, ‘Accidentally Drowned.’ 

At Burnham XE "Burnham"  on John Hensley XE "Hensley" , aged 12 years, who perished with his father (not yet found) by the loss of the schooner, ‘Friends Increase’, in the tremendous gales in the Bristol XE "Bristol"  Channel, as stated in our last. Verdict, ‘Found drowned on the strand’.

Taunton XE "Taunton" 
Melancholy Case

“When the fatherless call upon thee, when the widow’s heart is sunk, and she imploreth thy assistance with tears of sorrow, O pity her affliction, and extended thy hand to those who have none to help them.” 





Econ. Human Life.

It is not often that we obtrude upon the charitable feelings of the public in favour of suffering objects; certainly not because there is any unwillingness to devote our columns to such persons, but from the consciousness that it is impossible to obviate a great deal of individual misery, and that unnecessarily to afflict those humane hearts which promptly respond to every suggestion of duty, would only be to give our readers needless pain, and to weaken the force of those appeals which imperatively deserve attention. That we have not in  the present instance lost sight of  this consideration, but relate a case of the most forcible nature, will be seen by the following authentic and singularly painful narrative:-

About two years since, Mrs – Hooper XE "Hooper" , at present residing on a farm, at Thurlbeer XE "Thurlbeer" , about three miles from Taunton XE "Taunton" , was left a widow with thirteen children, the eldest of them being now twenty three, and the youngest only three years old. At their father’s death, the stock of the farm comprised nearly all the property he left behind him; but his widow removed to the farm she now occupies, and hoped to struggle successfully with the easily to be imagined difficulties of bringing up so numerous a family. The low state of the markets which have overwhelmed such numbers in ruin, have also so blighted her prospects and impaired her resources that the rent became in arrear, and her landlord has now distrained on the whole of her little property. At this time, too probably from low diet, to which disease is so often attributable, a typhus fever invaded the family, and the whole of them were nearly at the same time prostrated on beds of sickness. The unhappy mother herself did not escape this desolating situation, and for the last seven weeks has been confined to her bed, a great portion of the time in a delirium, surrounded by her children, several of them in the same state of delirious fever, some newly taken down with the disease, some languidly recovering, other dying, and three dead! The latter were sons of the respective ages of nineteen, eleven and ten, and were buried last week at the same time in two graves, by the side of the father; so great was the alarm from the dread of contagion, that it was with difficulty persons could be found to convey them to the church yard. The spectacle was truly melancholy, and drew tears from every eye that witnessed the affecting scene. It is feared that the ravages of death in this unfortunate family will not be limited to the victims already stated, as some of the children remain dangerously ill. In this dreadful situation was the afflicted mother and her ten children, when we accidentally heard of the case on Saturday last, without necessary supplies of food, without proper attendance – unprovided with restoratives, the bailiffs in the house, and destitute of every thing that could mitigate the severity of their condition, except the sympathies of poor, but kindly disposed neighbours! The brief and unadorned tale of woe will, we are sure, not have been revealed in vain; and we shall not insult our readers by offering one syllable to induce their readiest co-operation in a subscription for the immediate relief of these distressed objects. It will be gratifying to our readers to learn, that within a very few hours after the facts had been disclosed to us, several benevolent friends to whom we felt it a duty to mention the case, enabled us to forward to the poor woman’s mansion of misery such supplies as were most desirable; and if the contributions which we hope to receive should be adequate to our expectations, they will not only extend to the immediate relief of the sufferers, but will by the arrangements which have been concerted by some respectable persons, lay the foundation for the future benefit of this afflicted woman, and her surviving ten children. The Rev Mr Bower XE "Bower" , and the Rev Mr Cabbell XE "Cabbell"  will receive any sums which may be sent on this occasion, and subscriptions will also be received at the office of this paper.             

December 17th 1823

Bridgwater XE "Bridgwater" 
Wednesday last an inquest was held at the Guildhall before J Twogood XE "Twogood"  esq Coroner for the Borough, on the body of Wm Sangston XE "Sangston" , a sailor belonging to the Iris of Sunderland XE "Sunderland" . It appeared in evidence that the deceased had been unwell at the Fountain Inn XE "Fountain Inn" , where he fell down in a fit, and expired. Verdict, died by the visitation of God.

December 24th 1823

George Hill XE "Hill" , a poor old man, employed in pulling down a ruinous house at Wiveliscombe XE "Wiveliscombe" , on Monday last, was overwhelmed by the sudden fall of a large portion of a wall, which killed him on the spot. 

Inquests held by Mr Caines of Langport XE "Langport" .

At Compton Durville XE "Compton Durville" , in the parish of South XE "South"  Petherton, on Samuel Gould XE "Gould" , aged seventeen. The deceased, who was assisting with several others in pressing a cider cheese, was leaning his head over the lever, when a large wooden screw suddenly gave way, by which the beam sprang to a considerable height, forcing the lever with it, with such velocity as to cause a dislocation of the neck of the deceased, by coming in contact with the under jaw, and he died instantly. Verdict, “Accidental Death.”

At Crowcombe XE "Crowcombe" , on John Connibeer XE "Connibeer" , aged sixty-three, who, whilst conversing with his wife, fell down and died instantly. Verdict, “Died by the visitation of God.”

At Drayton XE "Drayton" , near Langport XE "Langport" , on George Sawtell XE "Sawtell" , aged eight years, who having gone into a building where some horses were working at a threshing machine, in the absence of another boy whose duty it was to attend to the animals, the poor fellow was struck down, and one of the horses treading upon his head, occasioned his death. Verdict, “Accidental Death.”

December 31st 1823

Inquests recently holden by Mr Caines of Langport XE "Langport" .

In this town, on Richard Symmonds XE "Symmonds" , aged 57, a silk weaver, who, on Christmas Day, having sat down to dinner at the Royal Marine, after putting a morsel or two of meat into his mouth, was supposed to be choked with it, but a surgeon, Mr Joseph Welch XE "Welch" , being called in immediately, he introduced a probing, and found there was no obstruction in the throat whatever. He was decidedly of opinion the deceased died from spasms of the heart. Verdict, ‘Died by the Visitation of God.’ 

At Burnham XE "Burnham" , on James Nensley XE "Nensley" , late captain of a vessel, which was lost with all its crew about two months since in the Bristol XE "Bristol"  Channel, as stated in a former publication. Verdict, ‘Found drowned on the Strand.’

And at Wiveliscombe XE "Wiveliscombe" , on George Hill XE "Hill" , aged 36, whose death was occasioned by a quantity of earth falling on him in a garden where the deceased was employed with others in excavating to a depth of about eight feet, and the deceased had imprudently undermined to an unreasonable extent. Verdict, ‘Accidental Death.’       

Somerset Inquests 1824
January 7th 1824

Inquests recently holden by Mr Caines of Langport XE "Langport" 
At the Clize House XE "Clize House" , at Henly Corner XE "Henly Corner" , near High Ham XE "High Ham" , on Richard Meaker XE "Meaker" , aged 51, who being in a state of intoxication fell into Sedgemoor Rene XE "Sedgemoor Rene"  and was drowned – two of his sons saw their father fall in, but it was about an hour before the body was found. 

At Tatworth XE "Tatworth" , near Chard XE "Chard" , on Elizabeth Hancock XE "Hancock" , aged eight years, who being standing near the fire to warm herself, the flame caught part of her clothing, and she was so much burnt that she expired the following day. Verdict in each of the above cases, ‘Accidental Death’. 

Also at Chard XE "Chard" , on Hannah England XE "England" , aged 69 who was found dead.

At Wells XE "Wells" , on William Hunt XE "Hunt" , aged 64, who was sitting down to partake of a dinner with some relations on Christmas Day, almost instantly expired. 

And at Chesleborough XE "Chesleborough" , near Crewkerne XE "Crewkerne"  on Mary Mallett XE "Mallett" , who was found dead by her children in the poor house. Some blame had been imputed to the overseers for having suffered the deceased to want, but after an investigation of considerable length before a respectable jury, partly from an adjoining parish, they returned a verdict that the deceased ‘Died by the Visitation of God.’ If the deceased ever wanted it was never made known to the parish officers, or even to the other inmates of the house.    

January 21st 1824

Inquests recently holden by Mr Caines of Langport XE "Langport" 
At Porlock XE "Porlock" , on Mary Terwell XE "Terwell" , aged 28. Deceased had been subject to fits for some time, and was found by her mother, drowned in a small river at Yarnham Mill XE "Yarnham Mill" , in the woods above Porlock Weir XE "Porlock Weir" .

At Aolywell XE "Aolywell"  (sic Holywell XE "Holywell" ), in the parish of Wellington XE "Wellington" , on Hannah Tucker XE "Tucker" , aged 69, who, having drunk too freely and being nearly blind, wandered out of the road, fell into a pit and was drowned. Verdict in each case, Accidentally Drowned.

On the morning of Thursday last, the 15th instant a boy named Bozeley XE "Bozeley" , whose parents reside near the George Inn in Sherborne XE "Sherborne" , was so dreadfully burnt, by his clothing igniting when warming himself by the fire during his mothers absence, so as to occasion his death in a few hours. It is a remarkable circumstance, that a brother of this boy met his death in a similar accident on the 15th of Jan 1815. On Friday week a child was burnt to death, in Vicarage Street XE "Vicarage Street"  Yeovil XE "Yeovil" , whose sufferings were of a nature singularly distressing.    

January 28th 1824

Tragical event!

On Monday last, this town was thrown into a state of great consternation and horror, by an occurrence which has overwhelmed a most respectable family in extreme distress.

About half-past two o’clock in the afternoon, High Street became a scene of confusion and alarm from a report that the house of Richard Meade XE "Meade" , esq. the eminent solicitor, had just been the scene of the most shocking events. It appears that Mr Meade’s servant man, who had lived with him 14 years, and was about 36 years of age had suddenly destroyed himself by cutting his throat, after having in the most barbarous manner attempted the murder of Frances Towning XE "Towning" , a female in the same family, to whom he had paid his addresses four or five years, and with whom he was shortly to have been married, by beating her head most inhumanly with a hammer! On the unfortunate girl screaming out for assistance, Mrs Warren XE "Warren" , the mother of Mrs Meade, ran to her assistance, upon which the wretch struck Mrs Warren with the hammer so severely that both her life and that of the young woman to whose aid she had flown are in a lamentably doubtful state. The shrieks of the sufferers reaching Mr Meade, who was in his office, he ran down the stairs followed by Mr Bailey XE "Bailey" , his managing clerk, when Mr Meade met Mrs Warren in the passage, who was bleeding profusely from the head, and who could only point to the spot where the scene of destruction had taken place. On Mr Meade’s entering the nursery room, he encountered the dreadful spectacle of his manservant lying on the ground bleeding, with a pistol on his right, and another at his knees, and the servant girl in a chair senseless, with her head leaning against the wall, and covered completely over with blood. Mr Meade’s conclusion was that the man was dead, but on his exclaiming “Oh Joseph!” the assassin leaped up and endeavoured to quit the room, which Mr Meade at first prevented by holding him violently by the arm. He however got away, and ran up a two pair of back stairs into his room, to which he was quickly followed by his master and others. Mr Meade burst open the door which had been fastened, and found the wretched man with his face towards a looking glass which stood on a small dressing table, in the act of holding his throat with his left hand, and with his right hand saw him make two desperate cuts at his throat with a razor; he then turned entirely round towards those who had entered the room, and immediately fell backwards. The arteries were entirely divided, and he died in twelve or fifteen minutes. 

Inquest on the body of Joseph Norman XE "Norman" .

Yesterday at half past twelve o’clock, a Coroner’s inquest assembled at the Bell Inn, in this town. The jury were of  the greatest respectability, and after having been sworn, proceeded to view the body of the deceased. On their return, the following evidence was adduced:-

Mr John Bailey XE "Bailey" , managing clerk at Mr Meade XE "Meade" ’s, said – I have known the deceased upwards of two years past – I was in the office yesterday at half last two, when I heard violent screams – I listened for a moment and heard the screams repeated – I went from my office towards Mr Meade’s office, and met Mr Meade in the passage, who said, “For God’s sake what’s the matter?” We hurried down stairs to the passage leading to the kitchen, the direction in which the sounds came. I saw Mrs Warren XE "Warren" , who was screaming violently, and the eldest of Mrs Meade’s daughters – There was great confusion – I saw Mr Meade go to the nursery room door, which is on the ground floor – Mrs Warren’s screams continued outside the passage door towards the front door – I went towards the front door, and met Mr George XE "George"  supporting Mrs Warren in his arms – In a few moments I heard Mr Meade call me by name, to come to his aid; I went to him – Mr Meade said, “Follow me.” – Mr Meade went to the back stairs, and I followed him – We got to the bedroom door of the deceased, and found it bolted – Mr M said, “I will come in,” and thereupon thrust his foot violently against the door, which burst open – Deceased had his coat, waistcoat and neckcloth off; he was standing like one in the attitude of shaving at a small dressing table on which was a looking glass – Deceased was at that moment cutting his throat; he was holding his throat with his left hand, and with the right, which held a razor, was in the act of perpetrating his self destruction. (Here the razor was produced, which was covered with blood.) In a very few seconds he turned round and reeled towards us, the blood then gushing from his throat, and deceased fell on the floor, without speaking a word – I remained in the room about ten minutes, and deceased died in about five minutes after – Mr Liddon XE "Liddon" , the surgeon, was in the room before I left – Deceased did not answer when Mr Meade called to him, on breaking open his bedroom door – The razor was found on the dressing table, and I suppose it dropped from the hand of the deceased the moment he turned round and fell. I received the razor from Mr Acland.

Richard Meade XE "Meade" , esq solicitor, deposed as follows:- yesterday a little after two o’clock I was in my office and heard a violent scream below, which at the first I thought was from the children, and did not at the moment move from my chair, but the shrieks continuing I rushed out of my office and met Mr Bailey XE "Bailey"  – We ran down stairs with the utmost speed – I tried the outside door leading to the kitchen, in the direction of which the shrieks were heard, and thought at the instant that the door was secured within – I then with great force thrust the door open upon which Mrs Warren XE "Warren"  presented herself shrieking and trying to force herself on towards the street. She grasped me with her hand, without being able to speak, and extended her hand towards the parlour, meaning that I should go in that direction – I think she merely uttered the exclamation, “The Children!” I went on towards the dining room – the children were then shrieking in the passage, but could not tell what had happened – I then in a moment turned on the right towards the nursery door, and on opening it saw the deceased lying on the floor, his feet towards the door; and his head from me – He was lying rather on the right side, but I could see his left cheek – There was a pistol on the floor on the right behind him, and another lower down near his knees – the woman servant, Frances Towning XE "Towning" , was sitting on a low chair by the side of the fire place, her head reclining against the mantle piece or wall, and groaning most piteously – Her head was bleeding profusely – I saw stream of blood all over her head and face – At this time I thought deceased had shot himself and was dead – He was lying quite still – The servant, Frances Towning, was behind him – I saw blood flowing from his mouth – I called loudly for assistance – Deceased then turned round and muttering something, fixed his eye upon us – I think I said “Oh Joseph,” on which to my great surprise he made a struggle as it recovering from a fainting fit, and got on his legs, upon which I instantly grasped him by the right arm, and also took him by the coat. He struggled to disengage himself from me, and I called out for assistance. He succeeded in getting from me, and seemed to stagger for a moment. I saw the blood in his mouth. I made an attempt to seize the skirts of his coat, but missed my aim. At that instant as he was running from me towards the kitchen, Mrs Warren was brought in bleeding. Mt first thought on seeing her was that she had received a pistol shot. She was laid down as gently as was possible on the sofa in the dining room. I heard the deceased distinctly run up the two pair back stairs and shut his door with great violence. I then immediately ran up after him, and called Mr Bailey to follow me. When I got to the door, I found it secure, and I burst it open. I then saw the deceased standing at the dressing table, in the act of cutting his throat, as described by the preceding witness. Deceased turned round and fell down. I remained in the room a few minutes until Mr Liddon XE "Liddon"  came. Deceased had lived 14 years with me as my servant. He was a man of uncommon strong passions, and very susceptible to excitement. During the last year, since Lady Day, I have observed a difference in his conduct to what it formerly used to be; at times he appeared dejected – I had it in contemplation to discharge him, since which he appeared particularly dejected. He had been informed that he must quit my service, and had received a month’s notice about a month ago, and from an apprehension that he would do himself a mischief, he had received permission to stay until Lady Day, when his year’s service would terminate. For the last four or five months he had not been in the same happy state he was formerly – I know nothing of any quarrel he had had with Frances Towning yesterday morning, nor do I believe that any had taken place, or at any preceding time. Deceased had been engaged to marry her for the last four or five years, but was fearful that he should not do so well if married and in business, as he did in service. I have remonstrated with him on the impropriety of delaying his marriage after so long a time, but deceased said he could not please himself with a shop in which to begin business. I cannot say that he was not in a fit state of mind to be trusted. Deceased had declared that he never would live, unless he was permitted to remain in his service until his year was regularly expired. On Sunday evening deceased went to his mistress and implored her, in very energetic terms, to intercede with me to keep him until the year was expired, and being acquainted with his wishes, and apprehensive, lest he might commit some violence on himself if refused, I consented to his request. On the slightest excitatation, and which cause led to the intention of discharging him; it was a circumstance of a pecuniary nature relating to my household expenditure. Deceased once asked Frances Towning “whether she had ever thought of her being buried with him in one grave?” and said “he had been thinking of it that day.” That Frances Towning told me yesterday after the dreadful occurrence. One of the pistols appeared to have flashed in the pan, but remained loaded with a bullet, the other had been recently discharged. I think deceased shot himself in the nursery before he ran upstairs and cut his throat, and am of opinion that the ball is now in the body. When I entered the nursery room, the smell of gunpowder was exceedingly strong. I have the pistols.  (The pistols were produced, they were of a small pocket size, and on being unscrewed, one was found loaded with a ball, without any priming remaining, from its having it is presumed flashed in the pan, and the other had been recently loaded and discharged.)

Mr John Liddon XE "Liddon" , surgeon, deposed as follows – About half past two yesterday I received a very hurried message to go to Mr Meade XE "Meade" ’s. Om arriving there, I found many people assembled in the house. Mrs Warren XE "Warren"  was lying on the sofa; she had received a violent blow on the head, and appeared faint and confused. The position in which she was, being a favourable one, I left her and went to the nursery where I found the servant, Frances Towning XE "Towning"  had also received very severe injury on the head, on five or six divisions of the skull. I examined them all, and found that fracture had taken place in one direction, where the probe passed – No bone had been driven in – there was no pressure – I left her with my brother, who had preceded me in his visit, and went to the man servant’s bedroom. I found him lying on his side on the floor of the room, which was covered with blood – I made a sort of pillow, with his coat, on which I laid his head, and on turning his head, I saw all the large vessels of the neck had been divided by some sharp instrument. He was bleeding much, and there was no pulsation. I remained with him a very few minutes, and feeling nothing could be done, I left him, to render assistance to the sufferers below. I saw him afterwards, and examined the parts; blood was then coming from his mouth, but this might have proceeded from the blood flowing back from the parts of the divided throat. I observed a considerable blackness about his mouth, but could not then ascertain that he had shot himself. I saw the man about ten days since, standing at his master’s door, and thought he was then looking very ill. I examined the pistols, and found that powder had recently been discharged from the muzzle of one, and the touch hole of the other. The wound in the throat was the inevitable and undoubted cause of his death. 

Anna Maria Thomas XE "Thomas"  deposed that she is preceptress to Mr Meade XE "Meade" ’s children. Had known the deceased the last ten months, and always thought him gloomy, and frequently flighty in his conduct. Observed him particularly unusual in his manner last week. Once or twice deceased had been so strange in his behaviour, that witness had felt some degree of alarm. Deceased waited at table yesterday, about three quarters of an hour before the dreadful event occurred, and witness then thought his mind seemed particularly engaged about something. Saw deceased some months ago in the kitchen, in a particularly melancholy state. He seemed to do things in a hurried manner, as though suddenly recovered from a state of abstraction. 

Downing Blake XE "Blake" , esq deposed as follow- On Sunday, the 18th inst deceased, on entering into the chapel at the time of the first prayer, when the congregation were standing, did not proceed to his seat as usual, but turned round, looked towards the front door, as though he was going to speak to somebody; he then went toward his pew, which he entered and sat down in the middle of it. The noise he made, and his usual manner of behaviour attracted attention. I heard him take something out of the seat of the pew, and place it down violently on the seat, and instead of rising at the prayer, he sat still, which made an impression on my mind as being very singular. On hearing the report yesterday of what had happened, it immediately recurred to me, from my recollection of his behaviour, that the deceased must have been deranged.

Mr Meade XE "Meade"  stated that deceased was a constant attendant at the Unitarian Chapel and had never known him to miss but twice – once was last Sunday.

John Woolcot Warren XE "Warren" , esq sworn. I recollect about six weeks since, deceased entered or rather ran into the dining room, at Mr Meade XE "Meade" ’s in which I and my sister, Mrs Meade, were sitting, and addressed himself to us in a very strange and incoherent manner on the subject of his affairs and his prospects in life. His manner was very strange. He was repeatedly confused in delivering what he had to say and was frequently at a loss to express himself. He put his hand to his forehead several times and said “I know not what I do. I do not know what I have been doing for the last six weeks. I have known nothing for some time past,” or words to that effect, repeatedly putting his hand to his forehead. His manner was altogether such as to indicate a complete aberration of mind. On his leaving the room, I remarked to my sister that I thought him mad. His manner had been different for some time past to what it formerly used to be. He has appeared dejected, altered in his countenance, out of health, and very much changed.

Richard Garland XE "Garland"  met deceased about 8 o’clock yesterday morning, he appeared very dejected, pale, and different to what he usually did. I have known him many years. I said “good morning,” he walked on, and took no notice of me which he always before was in the practice of doing in a familiar manner.   

Joseph Parkhouse XE "Parkhouse" , gunsmith, sworn. Sold a brace of pistols to deceased yesterday morning, he paid me for them. He came once before I was up, about 8 o’clock, and in an hour after, he came again. He put his hand on a brace of pistols, and asked the price of them. I told him 25s. He said he could get them at Cox XE "Cox" ’s for a pound, which I denied. He did not say what he was going to do with them. I did not ask. I did not observe any thing peculiar in his manner. He asked if there was a ball mould – to see if the balls would fit. He said he was going to Mr Elworthy XE "Elworthy" ’s. He desired to have a ball cast, and I cast him two, which I put into the pistols, one into each, but without powder. He put them in the bags in rather a hurried manner, as if he was anxious to get home.

This completed the evidence, and the Coroner then requested the room to be cleared while the jury were deliberating on their verdict, who after a short discussion returned a verdict of insanity.  

After the Coroner’s inquest had terminated, Mr John Liddon XE "Liddon" , accompanied by his brother, Mr Henry Liddon, examined the body of the deceased in the presence of Dr Kinglake XE "Kinglake" . The tongue was found tinged with gunpowder, and a groove was formed on  the back of it, where the bullet had passed along through the soft palate, and had finally lodged on the anterior part of the first vertebra. The bullet was flattened to nearly the extent of half its sphericity by the force with which it was driven into the bone of the vertebra.

It was evidently not the intention of the deceased to assassinate Mrs Warren XE "Warren" , but that lady being the first who presented herself to the aid of the unfortunate servant girl, Mrs Warren became the object of his indiscriminate violence. He was of a penurious and avaricious turn of mind and had saved several hundred pounds in his service, the greater part of which we are glad to find will go to the first victim of his fury, if she recovers – the poor girl to whom he was shortly to be married, and in whose favour he some time since made a will. The premises adjoining Mr Hallett XE "Hallett" ’s in East Street, were actively being put in a state of reparation for him, and he had been assured of experiencing the unabated kindness and aid of his master, who had always treated him with the most benevolent attention and liberality. 

It is with great satisfaction we close this melancholy account by stating that favourable indications have presented themselves both as to Mrs Warren XE "Warren"  and the maid-servant, but the situation of neither is by no means exempt from danger. The hammer used by the assassin was of rather a larger size than is commonly used for household purposes; it was with the claw part of this instrument that Mrs Warren was struck, and was found to be broken from the handle by the force with which it had been used on this shocking occasion. The hands of the servant girl are dreadfully mutilated, and the wrist bone of one of them is feared is broken, she having endeavoured to defend herself from the blows by placing her hands on her head. It is conjectured that the wretch intended to stun his victim in the first place, and then to shoot her, but one pistol missing fire, and thinking it necessary to secure his own self destruction with the other, the result was as is stated in the evidence. He had as it now unquestionably appears shot himself in the mouth after the first pistol had missed fire, and the immediate effect was to render him senseless. His subsequent struggle and escape from his master, and being able to reach the distance of his bed room, are remarkable facts, but as the hemorrhage was at first slight, he had not become much weakened by the occurrence, though he was remarked in his escape from the nursery to run in a bending position.

Mr Caines of Langport XE "Langport"  was the Coroner on this occasion, between whom and Mr Pearson XE "Pearson" , a solicitor from London XE "London" , a conversation had passed previous to our entering the room, on the question of right on the part of the Coroner to exclude any persons whom he might not think proper. Mr Caines stated that he was ready to abide by his responsibility in his refusing to allow any person to attend that he did not approve, upon which Mr Pearson retired. 

Inquests recently holden by Mr Caines of Langport XE "Langport" .

At Preston Bowyer XE "Preston Bowyer" , in the parish of Milverton XE "Milverton" , on John Sloman XE "Sloman" , aged 63, deceased had been employed in taking in a barley rick which was bound into bundles, to be carried to the barn, and was drawing a rope to which was fastened what is called a shackle, and it being made of wood, it split, and the poor man fell backwards, and received an injury of the spinal marrow of his back, which caused his death in a few days.

At Old Cleeve XE "Old Cleeve" , on a child named Robert Hunt XE "Hunt" , aged four years, who, in the absence of his sister, who went for a pitcher of water, got so near the fire, that his clothes became ignited, and he ran into the street enveloped in flames, the body was so dreadfully burnt as to cause his death in a few hours.

And at Chilton Polden XE "Chilton Polden" , near Bridgwater XE "Bridgwater" , on William Durston XE "Durston" , aged four years, who fell into an uncovered well, in the middle of the parish near the poor house, and was there drowned; the poor little fellow was not missed for near an hour, when he was discovered on the surface of the water, nearly twenty feet deep, quite dead; a surgeon, Mr Phillips XE "Phillips" , was immediately called in and the usual means resorted to for restoring animation, but the vital spark was extinct.  

February 4th 1824

The Late Tragical Event.

Since the commission of the horrid deed in this town, the particulars of which were amply detailed in our last Number, several facts have come to our knowledge, respecting the suicide, fully warranting the grounds of suspicion entertained as to his dishonesty, and which leave no doubt that he committed the act in a paroxysm of insanity occasioned by remorse of conscience and fear of detection. We are happy to state, that after an interval of painful suspence to her relatives and friends, Mrs Warren XE "Warren"  is now pronounced out of danger, and  the servant, Frances Towning XE "Towning" , is also in a fair way of recovery. 

In reporting Mr Meade XE "Meade" ’s evidence on the inquest, it was stated, that “on Saturday evening deceased went to his mistress, and implored her to intercede with his master.” It was on Sunday, the 27th April last, that this took place, deceased having received his notice to leave at the end of a month, on the preceding day. Some of our early impressions stated, that Mr Meade said “he could not say that deceased was in a fit state of mind to be trusted,” the sentence should have been “he could not say that deceased was not in a fit state of mind to be trusted.”

Inquests in Somerset.

On Ambrose Helps XE "Helps" , keeper of the Claverton turnpike XE "Claverton turnpike"  gate, who was found dead in his house at Timsbury XE "Timsbury" , on James Langford XE "Langford" , found dead; at Walcot XE "Walcot" . on Thomas Spackman XE "Spackman" , who died suddenly, visitation of God.

Batheaston XE "Batheaston" , on Elizabeth Saxty XE "Saxty" , and at Foxcote XE "Foxcote" , on Hannah Durham XE "Durham" , both children who died in consequence of their clothes catching fire; at Clutton XE "Clutton"  on George Bishop XE "Bishop" , killed by falling down a coal pit; at Camerton XE "Camerton" ; on Daniel Bowshire XE "Bowshire" , whose death was occasioned by a cart falling on him; and at Frome, on W Sillcox XE "Sillcox" , killed by a wagon wheel going over him; Silcox XE "Silcox"  has left a wife far advanced in pregnancy, and three children, Verdicts, Accidental Death.

February 25th 1824

Melancholy Accident.

An inquest was holden on the 21st inst by Mr Caines, at the New Inn, Langport XE "Langport"  Westover, in the parish of Curry Rivel XE "Curry Rivel"  , on Richard Cooke XE "Cooke" , aged 17, son of Mrs Cooke, at the Langport Arms Inn XE "Langport Arms Inn" . It appeared in evidence that the deceased had, on the preceding day, been to Yeovil XE "Yeovil"  in a gig, and by appointment called, on his return at Bower Hinton XE "Bower Hinton" , Martock XE "Martock" , for a young man named Mountsteven XE "Mountsteven" , and having supped there, both returned to Langport XE "Langport" ; in their way back, they drew up at a public house, where to the disgrace of the landlord, they were suffered to drink to excess, and in which the landlord joined, until past twelve o’clock – having stopped there (the horse and gig remaining at the door) more than two hours. They at length proceeded to Langport, and on their road the deceased fell out of the gig, but was able to resume his seat, and drive to the bottom of the town; they ultimately went into the river, with an intention (it is supposed) to wash the horse; but the animal, having got out of his depth, became unmanageable, and the water running into the gig, the young men leaped into the river. Mountsteven gained the land in safety, but the other, together with the animal, was unfortunately drowned. He was taken out of the water in about half an hour, and every possible exertion used by some medical gentlemen for nearly two hours; but the vital spark was gone. We understand that it is intended to represent to the Magistrates the improper conduct of the landlord at whose house the unfortunate young man was suffered to become intoxicated, and whose death has plunged a widowed mother and family into the deepest affliction. Verdict – Accidental Death.

The following inquests have also been holden by Mr Caines: - 

At Fivehead XE "Fivehead" , on Mary Keats XE "Keats" , aged 10 years, who, being a weak child, was subject to fits; in placing her chair by the side of the fire, the flames caught part of her clothing, and she was so dreadfully burnt that she expired in a few hours. 

At Wells XE "Wells"  on Luke Coleman XE "Coleman" , aged 69, whose death was occasioned by the shaft of a cart breaking, on which he was riding, and throwing him under the wheel, which passed over his body, caused a depression of the ribs and an injury of the lungs. His son, about 11 years of age, was also thrown from the cart, and seriously injured. 

At Old Cleeve XE "Old Cleeve" , on Wm Chedzoy XE "Chedzoy" , aged 63, who fell from a wheat rick, at Leigh Barton XE "Leigh Barton" , and died from the concussion. Verdict in each case – Accidental Death.         

March 17th 1824

Inquests holden by Mr Caines of Langport XE "Langport" .

At Cudworth XE "Cudworth" , near Ilminster XE "Ilminster" , on Richard Chick XE "Chick" , a pensioner, aged about 70. The deceased went to Ilminster XE "Ilminster"  Market on Saturday, the 7th inst, and having drunk rather freely in his way home to Chillington XE "Chillington" , he fell into some water, and it appeared that, from his endeavours to get out, and his feeble state, he became quite exhausted, and on  the following morning was found dead on the road. 

At Treborough XE "Treborough" , on Mr John Bryant XE "Bryant" , a respectable farmer, aged 72, who died suddenly. Verdict in each case – Died by the visitation of God.

April 21st 1824

An inquest was held last week at Clatworthy XE "Clatworthy" , near Wiveliscombe XE "Wiveliscombe" , on the body of William Ridler XE "Ridler" , aged 22. The deceased was a labourer in Taunton XE "Taunton" , and lodged in the house of Samuel Dummett XE "Dummett" , a miller at Wilton XE "Wilton" , near this town. The deceased proving a troublesome inmate and being considerably in arrear for his lodging, was requested to quit, and a few days before his departure, it was discovered that he had the small pox. Dummett, his landlord, never having had that disorder – having a child in the house, and his wife in daily expectation of being put to bed (an event which has since happened) became naturally apprehensive for his own safety, and mildly but anxiously urged his guest to leave him. The deceased consented accordingly, and without saying anything to Dummett’s family, rose on Friday morning the 9th inst went to his employers, from whom he received 6s and adjourned to several public houses in Taunton, where he drank brandy and water, beer, and other equally improper beverage for a man in his state of incipient disease. He then proceeded to his father’s house at Clatworthy, a distance of fifteen miles, and arrived there at ten o’clock the same night, having walked the whole distance, and expended nearly all his money in drink on the road. He remained in a lodging which his father procured for him from that time until Thursday, being the seventh day after his arrival, and then died of a confinement small pox. The Coroner’s Jury imagining as we presume, that the death of the deceased was occasioned by his having been inhumanely turned out of his lodging, returned a verdict, “That there did not appear to them any malice had been proved against Dummett, but that he was guilty of “Manslaughter,” and he was committed accordingly under the Coroner’s warrant to Wilton Gaol XE "Wilton Gaol"  to take his trial at the next Assizes!

James Stacey XE "Stacey" , a fellow lodger in Dummett XE "Dummett" ’s house, testifies that there never was the slightest insult or unkindness exhibited by Dummett or his wife towards the deceased, and the character of Dummett being that of an industrious inoffensive man, his case has excited a very general commiseration. 

Several respectable persons of this town have volunteered their services in his behalf, and have offered bail to any amount but as the offence charged is not bailable, the poor fellow must remain in gaol until the Summer Assizes, unless the Home Secretary of State should think it fit from the peculiar hardship of his case to sanction his liberation under proper sureties for his forthcoming at the appointed time for trial. 

It is almost superfluous to add that there was nothing in the Coroner’s summing up to the Jury, which could have influenced then in their extraordinary decision.

Inquests recently held by Mr Caines of Langport XE "Langport" .

At Hill Common XE "Hill Common" , near Milverton XE "Milverton" , on Abel Knight XE "Knight" , aged two years, who fell into an uncovered well and was drowned. The deceased had been missing but a very short time, and was discovered by his mother on the surface of the water. The usual means were tried for restoring the child, for a considerable time, but without effect. Verdict - “Accidentally drowned.”

On the 12th inst at Bridgwater XE "Bridgwater" , aged 15, Edw Tilsley XE "Tilsley" , 5th son of Mr Hugh Tilsley, formerly of that town. This fine and amiable youth is universally regretted by his friends and acquaintance. His death was occasioned by a most malignant confluent Smallpox, contracted while relying on the security of vaccination. 

May 5th 1824

Execution and awful coincidence.

J Moon XE "Moon"  and J Beard XE "Beard"  were executed at Ilchester XE "Ilchester" , on Wednesday, for assaulting and robbing S Wyatt XE "Wyatt" , of Marksbury XE "Marksbury" , in January last. It will be recollected that Wyatt had been drinking at a public house with Moon, Beard, and a man by the name of Lewis XE "Lewis" . Wyatt asked for a bed; but being refused, Moon and Beard offered to conduct him to another house where he would be comfortably lodged, but instead of doing so, they took him into a field, robbed him, and then wantonly beat him until they left him for dead. There was no doubt in the minds of the Court and Jury, before whom they were tried; that their intention was to murder Wyatt, and that the crime was committed under the mask of friendship. Lewis was also concerned in the affair; but he turned King’s evidence and escaped. Soon after the Assizes, on his return to Shepton XE "Shepton" , he and another worthless character hung Beard and Moon in effigy! A few days afterwards, Lewis was seized with an inflammation of the brain, which, it is supposed, was partly brought on by some “compunctious visitings of conscience,” and expired about half past twelve o’clock on Wednesday – being near the time his two companions in guilt suffered the punishment due to their crime!   

May 12th 1824

Shocking Occurrence.

On Saturday morning last, as an aged individual, named Elizabeth Martyn XE "Martyn" , was travelling in a wagon from Wellington XE "Wellington"  towards this town, on arriving at Rumwell XE "Rumwell" , she attempted to quit the vehicle for the purpose of walking up Rumwell Hill; by some means or other the horses were frightened, and the poor woman was thrown from the shafts on the ground, and we are sorry to add that the wheels, in passing over her, killed her on the spot.

A few days since, a fire broke out at Donyatt XE "Donyatt" , near Ilminster XE "Ilminster"  when Mr James Forster XE "Forster"  having, in his anxiety to render assistance, ventured too near a falling chimney, it fell on him, and he was killed on the spot.

On Wednesday last, an inquest was held by Mr Caines, of Langport XE "Langport" , on Jeremiah Sawley XE "Sawley" , a very aged man, an inmate of the poor-house at Fivehead XE "Fivehead" , near Langport XE "Langport" . There had been a wedding in the parish, and cider was given to the ringers, of which the deceased had partaken rather too freely, and on reaching home, in ascending a step ladder to go to bed, he fell backwards, and fractured his skull. Verdict – Accidental Death.  

May 19th 1824

Manslaughter

Mr Erskine XE "Erskine"  said that he had formerly appeared in Court to obtain a rule to shew cause why a man of the name of Dummett XE "Dummett" , confined in Wilton Gaol XE "Wilton Gaol" , Somerset, on a charge of manslaughter, should not be brought up for bail; and as the depositions of the witnesses who gave evidence before the Coroner were now in Court, he begged that they be read by the Clerk, and that the rule be made absolute. It appeared that the deceased was a lodger in the house of Dummett, and upon being taken ill of the small pox, the defendant, to prevent infection in his family, had obliged him to leave it; and he subsequently died from the disease.

The depositions and affidavits from different individuals were accordingly read, upon which the Court granted a rule to admit the prisoner to bail, on a surety for himself of £100, and four others of £10 each, or two of £20 each.

This is the case which has already been noticed in the Taunton XE "Taunton"  Courier, as one of singular hardship on the prisoner. We are happy to state that immediately on receipt of the Judge’s order, Dummet was, after suffering a month’s imprisonment, and being subjected to a very heavy expence, bailed by two highly respectable house keepers, and restored to his liberty.

Inquests recently holden by Mr Caines of Langport XE "Langport" .

On Friday last, upon the body of Wm Davis XE "Davis" , who was suffocated by foul air in a well at the Gas Works in this town, on the preceding day. Verdict, Accidental Death.

At the House of Correction at Wilton XE "Wilton" , on John Adlam XE "Adlam" , convicted at the Epiphany Sessions, and sentenced to 12 months imprisonment and hard labour, for poaching. The deceased, not being a healthy man, was never suffered to work; and it was most satisfactorily proved at the inquest that his death was occasioned by a chronic affection of the lungs. Verdict, Died by the Visitation of God.

At Rumwell XE "Rumwell" , near this town, on Sarah Donne XE "Donne"  (and not Elizabeth Martin XE "Martin"  as stated in our last) of Burliscombe XE "Burliscombe" , Devon, who, being on her way to this town, and riding on a loaded wagon, attempted to get down whilst it was ascending the hill at a slow pace, but unfortunately fell, and the wheel passing over her head, her skull was so dreadfully fractured, that she expired in about an hour. Verdict, Accidental Death.         

May 26th 1824

Inquest lately holden by Mr Caines.

On Sarah Kitts XE "Kitts" , aged 79, found dead in a quarry pit at Badger Copse XE "Badger Copse" , in the parish of Cothelstone XE "Cothelstone" . It appeared that the deceased had for some time lived with her daughter at Bridgwater XE "Bridgwater" , but belonged to a parish in Devonshire, a distance about 25 miles, from which being only allowed 2s a week, she had been to the overseers to solicit two or three necessary articles, of trifling value, but was refused. This circumstance seemed to have made a strong impression on her mind. She was seen an humanely treated in a neighbouring village on the 12th inst about half a mile from the place where she was found on the 16th and, no doubt, had wandered out of the footpath and fallen into the pit, which was about five feet deep, and perished from the inclemency of the weather. Verdict – Died by the Visitation of God.      

June 2nd 1824

Fatal boxing.

Tuesday evening se’nnight a fight took place under Pile Hill XE "Pile Hill" , near Bristol XE "Bristol"  between two of the workmen at a copper smith’s who had previously quarrelled. After the contest had been continued for some time, one of the men fell, and was conveyed home in a state of insensibility. Surgical aid was procured, but in vain, for this unfortunate man died in a few hours afterwards. Verdict – Manslaughter.

June 14th 1824

The following highly ridiculous story has been communicated in a letter from Wear XE "Wear" , near Axbridge XE "Axbridge" , in this county:-

“A shocking accident has taken place a few miles from us. It is said that whilst four men were mowing they complained to the master that their cider was not good. He replied that they should have better, and went home, and tapped (as he thought) his best, and sent it to them. They had not drunk it long before they were all taken ill; a gentleman riding by at the time, to whom the man complained of indisposition. He then went to their master, and asked what cider he had given to them; he said “Good, come and taste it.” The gentleman and master both drank of it, became ill, and died, as did also the four men. After their death the barrel was examined, when there was found in it a female adder, which had got in whilst the barrel was drying and had given birth to young ones which were in a state of decay in the cider.”

Inquests recently holden by Mr Caines of Langport XE "Langport" .

At Thorney Mills XE "Thorney Mills" , near Langport XE "Langport" , on Charles, son of Mr Malachi Dimond XE "Dimond" , aged 4 years, who was drowned by falling into the mill pond. Verdict, “Accidentally Drowned.”

And at Chard XE "Chard" , on David Trott XE "Trott" , of Chorley Green XE "Chorley Green" , aged 67, who on Monday last, on his return from Chard market, was ridden over near the turnpike gate, at Crim Chard XE "Crim Chard" . It appeared in evidence, that two persons, named John Lutley XE "Lutley"  and John Pope XE "Pope" , were seen galloping through the street at Crim chard, and that Lutley’s horse came in contact with the deceased, and knocked him down and trod upon him. The evidence was in some degree contradictory; but after an investigation which lasted five hours, before a jury of 15 respectable householders, they were of opinion, that the horse, and not the rider were the cause of the accident, and  they returned a verdict accordingly, with a deodand on the animal of “Ten Pounds.”  

July 21st 1824

Friday se’nnight, as a son of Mr Grandfield XE "Grandfield" , grocer, of St James’s Parade, Bath XE "Bath" , was gathering leaves by the river in the Dolmeads XE "Dolmeads" , he slipped into the water, and was drowned.       

July 28th 1824

Inquests recently holden by Mr Caines of Langport XE "Langport" .

At South Petherton XE "South Petherton" , on Mary Ann Pitman XE "Pitman" , aged two years, who, having wandered into a tan yard belonging to Mr Chas Liddon XE "Liddon" , unfortunately fell into one of the tan pits and was drowned. 

At West Buckland XE "West Buckland" , near Wellington XE "Wellington" , on Henry Broom XE "Broom" , aged 4, who was killed on the turnpike road near the Black Bird Inn, by a wagon. As the deceased was observed, a few minutes before, riding upon the shafts of the wagon, and driving fast, there is no doubt but he fell off, and the wheels passing over his head, his death must have been instantaneous. Verdict in each case – Accidental Death.  

August 11th 1824

Murder

On Sunday se’nnight, about half past nine o’clock, and industrious and inoffensive poor man, named Jacob Wilkins XE "Wilkins" , about 50 years of age, and ostler of the Blucher Inn XE "Blucher Inn" , Norton St Philip XE "Norton St Philip" , in this county, was robbed of his watch (a silver one), and savagely murdered, about half way up the hill beyond the Fox public house XE "Fox public house"  at Midford XE "Midford" , near Bath XE "Bath" . On Monday, a young man, named James Reynolds XE "Reynolds" , alias Walters XE "Walters" , was brought before Edmond Anderdon XE "Anderdon"  esq of Bath, upon suspicion of being the perpetrator of this horrid crime, and after a long examination of witnesses, which lasted until nearly 11 o’clock. Reynolds was fully committed for trial. The watch of the deceased was found upon him; and when Mr Geo Goldstone XE "Goldstone" , the surgeon, who examined the body of the deceased, produced some small portions of the bone of the skull of the murdered man (which had been contused), the agitation of the prisoner was visible to every beholder. Reynolds has been tried twice already; once for horse stealing, and on another occasion for stealing wearing apparel. He is not yet 19 years of age.

September 8th 1824

Execution of James Reynolds XE "Reynolds"  for murder.

This wretched young man was executed at Ilchester XE "Ilchester" , on Monday last, pursuant to his sentence at the last Wells Assizes. He was only 19 years of age, of short stature, florid complexion, and black hair, and his countenance not unprepossessing. He heard his sentence without emotion and appeared wholly unmoved by the solemn exhortations of the Judge, and throughout the proceedings maintained an air of inflexible firmness, or stupid insensibility. Immediately after the prisoner was removed back to his cell, he made the following confession to Mr Hardy XE "Hardy" , the Governor of the Gaol:-

“All that about the stick, which was produced in Court and with which it was said I murdered Jacob Wilkins XE "Wilkins" , is wholly false. I was walking on the road along with him, and whatever possessed me I do not know; but I thought I would murder him. I took up a stone, and with all my force threw it, and struck him on the side of the head. He fell directly on his face; but I turned him on his back and robbed him, and then left him on the road where he was found. The prisoner also informed Mr Hardy XE "Hardy" , that the scar on his nose and the blood on the side of his mouth were occasioned  by falling on his face. The prisoner’s behaviour since his condemnation was quite changed; he appeared another man, acknowledged the justness of his sentence, and became quite penitent, calm, and resigned to his fate. His body was brought to this town on Monday night, for the purpose of dissection at the Taunton XE "Taunton"  and Somerset Hospital.

Caution.

On Thursday last, an inquest was holden at Walcot XE "Walcot" , by R Uphill esq Coroner, on view of the body of Jane Messer XE "Messer" , aged two years, who came by her death in consequence of drinking what is termed “fly water”, being a solution of arsenic. It appeared a very small quantity of the above poisonous liquid, not more than three tea-spoonfuls, was placed on a table in a tea-saucer, the mother, having occasion to leave the house for a short time, desired her daughter, aged about 15 years, to take care that the child did not get at the fly water, the girl however left the room not above two or three minutes to fetch some water to wash the child, and on her return, found it in the act of drinking the deadly mixtures. Medical aid was immediately procured, but without effect, the child died after languishing about three hours. Verdict – Accidental Death. 

Somerset Assizes.

The king against Samuel Dummett XE "Dummett" .

In this case (some particulars relating to which were given in the Taunton XE "Taunton"  Courier a few months ago) an indictment of Wilful Murder was preferred, which the Grand Jury returned ignoramus;- and on Thursday the defendant was placed at the bar, and arraigned on the Coroner’s Inquisition for Manslaughter.

Mr Bernard XE "Bernard"  for the prosecution, addressed the Jury and said, that having investigated the case, he thought the justice of the country would be fully satisfied by his declining to offer any evidence on the part of the prosecution, provided his Lordship should approve of his adopting that course. The facts of the case shortly were, that on 9th April last, a man of the name of William Ridler XE "Ridler" , who had been for some months lodging in the town of Taunton XE "Taunton" , arrived at Clatworthy XE "Clatworthy" , in this county, which was his parish, very ill in the small-pox. That he continued in a high state of fever, accompanied with frequent delirium, until the 15th of April, when he died. That in the interval he had made several statements to different persons, relative to the cause of his leaving his lodgings and proceeding to Clatworthy, and that in consequence of such statements, it was thought proper after his death that a Coroner’s Inquest should be held; at that inquest the statements of the deceased were received in evidence, and the jury in consequence of those statements, had felt themselves bound to return a verdict of Manslaughter against Dummett XE "Dummett"  the prisoner. Upon further inquiry, it appeared however, that those statements were by no means confirmed by certain parties who had been referred to in them, in addition to which, they were marked with incoherence and inconsistency, and the Learned Counsel was also of opinion that some of them were not admissible in evidence at all – under these circumstances, he should, with his Lordship’s permission, decline to offer any evidence against the prisoner. 

The Lord Chief Justice complimented Mr Bernard on the exercise of that sound discretion which might be expected from his acknowledged talents. His Lordship having read all the depositions fully concurred in the view taken of the case by the Learned Counsel, and remarked that the statements of the deceased, upon which alone the charge rested, had not only been confirmed, but had been completely contradicted, and his Lordship directed a verdict of Acquittal, which was recorded, and the prisoner was ordered to be immediately discharged.

(It will be recollected that the charge made against poor Dummett XE "Dummett"  was, that he had by violence, or by threats, compelled Ridler XE "Ridler"  to quit his house, while he was ill in the small-pox, and that Ridler had thereupon proceeded to Clatworthy XE "Clatworthy"  on foot, and had subsequently died in consequence of the exposure. The charge was founded on three distinct statements made by Ridler, after his arrival at Clatworthy. The first, that Dummett had actually dragged him out of bed – pulled him down stairs, and pushed him out of the doors. The second statement was, that Dummett and another man came to Ridler’s bedside, and ordered him to rise – stood by him while he dressed himself – then set open the door, and ordered him out, and threw his clothes after him. The third statement made by the deceased was, that he, being in bed, had overheard Dummett below stairs, saying, he’d “be damn’d if William should not get up;” upon which he (the deceased) “thinking himself in a bad state to be pulled and hauled about,” arose and made shift to dress himself, and come down and leave the house! On these “dying declarations” the Coroner’s Jury found a verdict of Manslaughter against Dummett, and he was committed to Wilton Gaol XE "Wilton Gaol"  for trial. An application was then made to the Court of King’s Bench, to admit him to bail; in support of which there were filed affidavits of the prisoner, his wife, John Priest XE "Priest"  a lodger, and Jane Poole XE "Poole"  a visitor – all distinctly negativing any such threats, ill usage, and, in short, the whole of the allegations of the deceased, and proving that  the deceased had always been treated with the greatest kindness and humanity. Also, affidavits of Jane Morman XE "Morman" , Agnes Hartnell XE "Hartnell" , John Stone XE "Stone"  (pupil to Mr Joseph Welch XE "Welch" , surgeon) and Lewis Besley XE "Besley" , being all the persons who saw deceased in Taunton XE "Taunton"  after he left his lodgings – all proving that he made not the least complaint to them of any ill usage, though they commiserated his condition, and blamed him for being turned out; but that he expressed his voluntary determination to return home to his parish. And lastly, affidavits from Mr Samuel Chapman XE "Chapman" , Mr John Stacey XE "Stacey" , and Mr Robert Hitchcock XE "Hitchcock" , all most respectable master millers, as to the character of Dummett. Upon these affidavits the prisoner was admitted to bail, after having suffered a month’s imprisonment.

We are authorised to state that the costs of thus bailing Dummett XE "Dummett"  amounted to between £20 and £50 – that he has also incurred further very serious expenses in preparing a defence for the Assizes – subpoenaing witnesses – seeing counsel – and in conveying to Wells and back, and maintaining, while there, himself and four witnesses, the smallest number with which he could safely put himself on his trial. For these expenses – for the disgrace and discomfort of a month’s imprisonment as a felon – for the anxiety of mind, and loss of time and labour to which he and his family have been subjected, Dummett has no remedy but an appeal to the liberality of the public, which will, we doubt not, be attended to. He is a married man, subsisting on his wages as a miller’s labourer, and on the profits of a little shop kept by his wife).

Murder

James Reynolds XE "Reynolds"  alias Walter XE "Walter" , aged 19, was indicted for the wilful murder of Jacob Wilkins XE "Wilkins"  and for having stolen from his person a silver watch , value 20s.

George Wilkins XE "Wilkins" , son of the deceased, stated that his father was ostler at Philip’s Norton XE "Philip’s Norton"  on the 1st of August. He left his home on that morning at half past eleven o’clock. He had a silver watch with him.

Mary Lavington XE "Lavington"  stated that the deceased was paying his addresses to her at Bath. He called on her on Sunday at two o’clock. Wilkins XE "Wilkins"  had a good many halfpence. She parted with him the same evening at eight o’clock. He had his watch at the time, and went on his way to Norton.

Samuel Huntly XE "Huntly"  was on the road between the Fox Inn XE "Fox Inn"  and Charterhouse Hinton XE "Charterhouse Hinton" , on the 1st August. He met a man about half a mile from the Fox Inn, who was dressed in a dark waistcoat and light breeches. This man told witness, that  there was a man lying drunk on the road – that he had been struggling with him and could not get him up. About 200 yards further they discovered a man lying on the side of the road; witness called him three times – he did not answer: witness approached close to him and found that he was dead; his right hand breeches pocket was turned inside out, and his watch was gone. The prisoner was very much like the person he met on the way. 

Ellen Jones XE "Jones"  stated, that on the 1st of August the prisoner was at her father’s, at Parey XE "Parey" , and left it for Mr Simmon XE "Simmon" ’s cottage, which is situated between Charterhouse, Hinton and Bath, at half past six o’clock. 

George Cray XE "Cray"  stated that he saw the prisoner at Mitford XE "Mitford" , at the Fox public house XE "Fox public house" , on the 1st of August, at seven o’clock in the evening. 

John Wheeler XE "Wheeler"  saw the prisoner at the Fox, about seven o’clock, and described his dress; he went away towards Bath; he saw the prisoner again come back with the deceased between eight and nine o’clock. 

Samuel Noels XE "Noels"  bought the watch of the prisoner for 16s and gave it to Mr G Fisher XE "Fisher" , who produced it. The watch was indentified by several persons.

Mr G Goldstone XE "Goldstone" , surgeon, described the appearance on the body of the deceased; the wounds were inflicted by a round stick, and were sufficient to occasion death. 

The prisoner was found guilty, and heard the sentence with the most perfect apathy.

Since his conviction, we understand that Reynolds XE "Reynolds"  has confessed his guilt, but that the murder was accomplished with a stone, and not a stick; he also declared that it was not his intention to have killed the deceased. He appeared fully impressed with the awfulness of his situation, and exhibited every symptom of penitence. The execution took place on Monday.       

September 15th 1824

Inquests recently holden by Mr Caines of Langport XE "Langport" .

An inquest was held yesterday, by a respectable Jury assembled at the Phoenix Inn XE "Phoenix Inn" , in this town, for the purpose of inquiring into the cause of the sudden death of Samuel Porter XE "Porter" , who was an inmate of Gray’s Alms House XE "Gray’s Alms House" , and whose decease was supposed to be attended with rather mysterious circumstances. It appeared that the deceased was 83 years of age, and in the habit of drinking hard – that on Saturday night last he returned home to his apartments, in the above Alms House, in a state of intoxication, and on the following morning was found by a woman, who brought him some clean linen, in a state of insensibility.

Several witnesses proved that the deceased was in possession of some money previous to this, which he had reserved to pay for a decent funeral, or the expences attendant on a lingering illness. The following day, it was discovered that this little property had been removed from the box which contained it, and as a man named Thomas Paul XE "Paul" , was known to be on very intimate terms with the deceased, suspicion fell upon him as the purloiner, it having been ascertained that the deceased was accompanied home by him on Friday night, and that subsequent to his illness, Paul had visited him. It further appeared that he was in the habit of borrowing money at different times from the old man, and at the time of his death, he owed him £1 8s for which the deceased had received some waistcoat pieces and pension papers as a pledge that the money should be returned to him. Paul had been seen on Saturday with an unusual amount of silver, for the possession of which he could give no satisfactory account, this led the Jury to believe that he alone must have committed the robbery, and in consequence of other suspicious circumstances, Paul, was at the intimation of the Coroner, detained in custody until such evidence could be adduced as would clear his character.

The Jury were perfectly satisfied that the deceased came by his death through the decay of nature, in which opinion they were borne out by the satisfactory evidence of Mr Chas Welch XE "Welch" , surgeon, who stated that he perceived no indication on the body which would lead him to presume that violence had been inflicted.

The Jury after a very patient  investigation which lasted from half past two until near nine at night, returned a verdict that the deceased “died through the visitation of God.”

Much credit is due to Mr Caines, the Coroner, for his exemplary assiduity in the investigation of the facts of the case.

At Lower Nunnington XE "Lower Nunnington" , in the parish of Milverton XE "Milverton" , on Saturday last, upon the body of Samuel Glover XE "Glover" , aged 21. the case has excited considerable interest in the neighbourhood, and we have been favoured with the following particulars:-

Sarah Glover, widow of the deceased, deposed, that her husband appeared to enjoy his usual state of health until last Wednesday morning – had regularly attended his usual employment (husbandry business) and was at work on the preceding day. About four o’clock on Wednesday, he was taken extremely ill, with vomiting and great disorder in his bowels. Remained home the whole of the day, and grew better towards the evening, and continued so during the night. Witness left him for a few hours on Thursday, and left him alone, except a lodger, named Elizabeth Collard XE "Collard" . On witness’s return, she found him sick again, in the same manner as on the preceding morning. She recommended that a doctor might be sent for; deceased said he would not see a doctor. He continued to grow worse, and in the afternoon the doctor was sent for, to whom deceased stated the nature of his complaint, and said he had had “a bottle of stuff” from Daniel Kerslake XE "Kerslake" . (Witness has found a bottle, with a spoonful of something in it, in deceased’s pocket, on Wednesday morning, and deceased told her, twas something he got from another man, named Cruse XE "Cruse" , for stripped feet.) Deceased informed the doctor that the “bottle of stuff” was given him to cure his complaint – that he was to take it four times, and that he had taken the last of the bottle that (Thursday) morning. Deceased was asked, how he came by the bottle again? To which he replied, that Elizabeth Collard let him have it, and that she knew he had the complaint. After this statement, witness sent for Mr Tudball XE "Tudball" , surgeon. Deceased continued growing worse, and expired on Thursday night.

Patience Kerslake XE "Kerslake"  deposed, that she was sent by her brother Daniel to Mr Norman XE "Norman" ’s, at Wiveliscombe XE "Wiveliscombe" , on Monday evening, for an ounce of the heat salts. Mr Norman’s shop was shut, and she got them at Mr Newton XE "Newton" ’s. She asked for an ounce of best salts. Mrs Newton weighed them from a drawer, and took them up with a ladle. Witness brought them home, and gave them to her brother. Did not purchase anything else. 

Harriet Newton XE "Newton" , wife of Mr Thos Newton, of Wiveliscombe XE "Wiveliscombe" , ironmonger, deposed, that they are in the habit of selling drugs – recollects last witness coming to the shop, as stated by her as to the time &c and that she served her in the manner she describes. She is quite positive it was salts. There was nothing poisonous in that set of drawers, and therefore could not have made a mistake. She sold nothing else to the witness. 

John Gore Tudball XE "Tudball" , of Wiveliscombe XE "Wiveliscombe" , surgeon, deposed as follows:- He was called on Thursday evening – found the deceased in a dying state, and within two hours afterwards he expired. From what deceased said, and witness saw, he suspected he had taken something poisonous. Friday morning in company with Dr Sully XE "Sully" , he examined the body, they found the stomach highly distended with a fluid which was preserved; on examining the inner coat of the stomach some spots or parts were found to be very much inflamed, plainly showing that something of a corrosive nature had been taken into the stomach – with respect to the fluid found in the stomach, various chemical tests were tried for the purpose of detecting poison, but nothing of the sot could be found, and if any poison was taken by the deceased, it must have been thrown off by vomiting, or discharged by the bowels – witness believes that the deceased came to his death in consequence of taking something into the stomach of a poisonous nature.

Daniel Kerslake XE "Kerslake"  deposed that he had been working with the deceased for some time past, deceased told him last Monday night that he was suffering from a complaint which he named, and asked him if he knew of any thing that was good for it. Witness persuaded him to go to the doctor, he said he did not like to go to the doctor – said he had not discovered his complaint but a few days – witness recommended him to take an ounce of salts – deceased asked witness to bring them up for him – (nothing was said about anything being mixed with the salts) – witness procured the salts the same that he got from his sister, and he mixed the salts in a bottle (a Daffy’s bottle) as deceased had required him with cold water – witness swears positively that he put nothing with the salts but cold water, which he took from the water pitcher in his mother’s house. 

Elizabeth Collard XE "Collard" , stated on oath, that she lives in deceased’s house, she is a straw bonnet maker, and had lodged at the same house ever since harvest – did not know of deceased’s illness until she heard him vomiting on Wednesday morning, when he was in bed – after witness got up, she went to deceased’s bedroom, asked him what ailed him, he said he was very ill, he did not know what was them matter with him – saw deceased many times during that day – did not give deceased any thing – saw the bottle on the wall – deceased asked her to carry it away – he did not care where she carried it, she must take care of it for he must take the rest that was in it – deceased desired witness if his wife asked where she had carried it, to say she carried it to Isaac Cruse XE "Cruse" ; witness carried it out and put it in a hedge. The next morning (Thursday) deceased asked witness what she had done with it, and desired her to fetch it, she carried it to him, and at his request brought him some tea – witness went down to get the tea, and when she returned with it she found the bottle was empty – he gave the empty bottle to witness and told her to take care if it, for if it was broken he should be obliged to pay for it – witness does not know what was in the bottle – never advised deceased to take any medicine of any kind, but persuaded him to have the doctor.

Nothing further could be elicited, and the Jury, after a short consultation, returned a verdict – ‘That the deceased died from having taken into his stomach some poisonous liquid, or other poisonous thing; but what the liquid, or other poisonous thing, consisted of, or by whom administered, no evidence thereof appeared.

In the course of the statement  given by the girl (Elizabeth Collard XE "Collard" ) the Coroner informed her, on her return (she having been requested to withdraw for a few minutes) that neither he nor the jury believed her account to be quite correct; but considered that she knew of something being in the bottle besides the salts and water – at the same time observing, that it was not presumed that she had done anything with intent to injure the deceased. She admitted that she had been ill, herself,  some time since, but that she went to a doctor.

Another inquest was holden at Wellington XE "Wellington" , on Saturday, on the body of Jane Saunders XE "Saunders" , aged three years, whose death was occasioned by her clothing taking fire during the absence of her parents. In the evidence it appeared that the deceased had been amusing herself with lighting small quantities of straw, which accidentally communicated to her clothes. The Jury returned a verdict accordingly – Accidental Death.           

Dummett XE "Dummett" , the poor miller whose case was reported in our last, has excited due commiseration, and subscriptions are received for him at the Banks, the Institution, and at Hall’s Library, in this town.               

September 22nd 1824

In consequence of the doubts entertained by the Jury respecting the actual cause of the death of Samuel Porter XE "Porter" , on whom an inquest had been held (the proceedings of which were reported in our last) the body of the deceased was opened by Mr Rodber XE "Rodber" , surgeon, of this town, and we have much satisfaction in stating that the above gentleman confirmed the opinion, previously entertained, that the deceased died in consequence of a decay of nature. Thos Paul XE "Paul" , who was detained on suspicion of having robbed the deceased, was liberated the following day, no evidence being adduced which could justify his detention.

Fatal and shocking accident.

Mr Davis XE "Davis" , a farmer at Somerton XE "Somerton" , having sent his son with a horse, to some part of the farm, and he being absent near three hours, a man was dispatched in search of him when after a diligent search, his hat was first found, his shoes next, and in various places different parts of his garments. At length after going nearly a mile, he discovered the horse standing in a field, and the boy dreadfully mangled lying beside him, with the halter tied round his thigh. The day previous to the melancholy accident, the boy was seen, leading the horse with a halter tied round his thigh, and strongly admonished not to do so; and it is supposed that, having again adopted the same dangerous method, the horse took fright, and dragged him through several fields over hedges, &c for nearly a mile.

Jas Reynolds XE "Reynolds" , alias Waters XE "Waters" , previously to his execution at Ilchester XE "Ilchester" , confessed, that in July last, he attacked, with his usual weapon – a stone! A butcher, on his return from Melksham Fair XE "Melksham Fair" , whom he dreadfully ill treated, after robbing him of upwards of £6. 

September 29th 1824

On Wednesday last, as Mrs Simpson XE "Simpson" , of Wellington XE "Wellington" , was conversing with a neighbour, she was suddenly seized with apoplexy, and dropped down dead. She was advanced in years, and apparently in full health.

On the 17th instant, some masons being employed in repairing the walls of Stogursey XE "Stogursey"  Church, the scaffolding broke down, in consequence of being overloaded with stone, and two men and a boy, employed  on it at the time were precipitated to the ground; by which accident Samuel Bullam XE "Bullam"  was so much injured, that he is since dead, and James Bliss XE "Bliss"  had his arm so dreadfully shattered, that his life is despaired of; but the boy escaped with so little injury as to be able to work the same day.

Juvenile Suicide.

On Friday morning the son of Mr Bush XE "Bush" , of Chew Magna XE "Chew Magna" , aged only 12 years, hung himself in his father’s garden, by suspending himself from an apple tree with two handkerchiefs joined together. The only assignable cause of this most singular occurrence was the boy’s being desired by his father to go to work in the garden, contrary to his inclination. Previous to the occurrence, he requested his mother to lend him another handkerchief.    

October 6th 1824

A young man, named Deere XE "Deere" , apprentice to a surgeon of Bath XE "Bath" , was unfortunately drowned, a few days since, in Caswell Bay XE "Caswell Bay" . It is supposed, while bathing he went beyond his depth.  

Inquests recently holden by Mr Caines of Langport XE "Langport" .

On Saturday last, on the body of George Needs XE "Needs" , who was drowned on Wednesday last by the upsetting of a boat off Minehead XE "Minehead" . The deceased and three others put off in a boat towards a brig about three leagues from shore, which was making a signal for a pilot. It was blowing a heavy gale of wind at South West, and when about a mile and a half from shore the boat capsized, owing to the roughness of the sea; the deceased was steering. Another boat which had made off at the same time with another pilot, happened to be within a few yards when the accident occurred, and the men in it did all in their power to save the crew of the boat that had foundered. They picked up two who swam towards them, viz George Lukes XE "Lukes"  and Thomas Chapman XE "Chapman" , - Peter Martin XE "Martin" , Robert Baker XE "Baker"  and deceased stuck to the raft until the latter was exhausted and fell into the waves. John Webber XE "Webber"  attempted to reach the raft but could not succeed, and was also drowned. The body of the latter has not been found. About half an hour after the deceased fell from the raft, he was found floating about 30 yards only from where he was washed off the raft; deceased was a pilot of Minehead. The King’s boat was lying off the pier, when the accident happened, and the crew immediately put off towards the scene of distress, but the four who survived were saved before the King’s boat reached the spot. Verdict, Accidental Death.

On Friday last, at Stockland XE "Stockland" , near Stogursey XE "Stogursey" , on the Bristol XE "Bristol"  Channel, on Thomas Palmer XE "Palmer" , aged 52. It appeared in evidence that the deceased was employed with James Bulman XE "Bulman"  and David Hookey XE "Hookey" , in the formation of a well in Stockland. Which was begun more than a twelve month since, but about three weeks ago, they began to complete the structure. Foul air had frequently been discovered in the well, and it was customary with those employed in the undertaking, to let down a lighted candle for the purpose of ascertaining the purity of it’s atmosphere, but this precaution was neglected on the day of the deceased’s death; and the deceased on returning from stopping up some holes which had been bored at the bottom of the well, took his seat in the bucket, and was observed on arriving at the summit to let go of the rope, by which he was sustained. The deceased was precipitated to the bottom of the well, a depth of upwards 60 feet. One of his companions attempted to render him some assistance, but in consequence of  the foulness of the air, he was prevented from descending the well. Shortly after, the deceased was drawn up, his skull was much fractured, and no sign of life remained. Verdict Accidental Death.    

October 13th 1824

On Monday se’nnight, Mr Bricknell XE "Bricknell" , saddler, of Chard XE "Chard" , in a fit of temporary derangement, threw himself into a pond belonging to the lace manufactory. Assistance was immediately procured, and a rope thrown out to him, but which he pushed away, and sank to rise no more! He was immediately taken out, and bled; the blood flowed profusely, but the vital spark had fled.

Inquests.

At Charlton Mackrell XE "Charlton Mackrell" , on Thomas Edwards XE "Edwards" , who fell from a load of turf, and the wheels passing over him he died instantly;

At Shepton Mallet XE "Shepton Mallet" , on Thos Smith XE "Smith" , who, in attempting to get round the end of a wall to shelter himself from a storm of rain, was crushed to death by the wall falling on him;

At Bruton XE "Bruton" , on Wm Bishop XE "Bishop" , a child, whose death was occasioned by his clothes taking fire in the absence of a woman to whose care he was entrusted. Verdict, Accidental.

October 20th 1824

A melancholy and fatal accident occurred to the gamekeeper of Sir T D Ackland XE "Ackland" , Bart, at Holnicote XE "Holnicote" , in this county Monday se’nnight. In going over a hedge he missed a hold, and in falling turned his gun (which he had placed on the hedge with the muzzle towards the next field) in the direction of his body, and it immediately exploded, lodging the contents in his side; the piece was cocked when placed on the hedge, but probably became so in turning over; the poor fellow lived but two hours after the accident; he was a most excellent servant, esteemed by his master, and all the neighbourhood.  

November 3rd 1824

Inquests recently holden by Mr Caines of Langport XE "Langport" . 

At Wellington XE "Wellington"  on John Massey XE "Massey" , aged 77, who was found dead in his bed. It appeared that the deceased had been for some years an inmate of the parish workhouse; but a few weeks since having been threatened to be expelled for improper conduct, he quitted the house in consequence. A report prevailed that his support subsequently was so small, that he perished from starvation; the evidence adduced, however, proved the contrary to be the fact, and the Jury returned a verdict, Died by the Visitation of God.

At Nettlecombe XE "Nettlecombe" , on John Burnet XE "Burnet" , who was killed by a cart laden with lime, in the turnpike road near Yard Mills XE "Yard Mills" . It appeared in evidence, that a lad, 13 years old, and the deceased, aged nine, had been sent with a cart and three horses from Elworthy XE "Elworthy"  to Watchet XE "Watchet"  for lime – that the deceased, being tired, got on the shafts, but shortly afterwards fell off, and he was so dreadfully crushed by one of the wheels passing over him, that he expired in a few hours. The Coroner observed to the Jury, that in this case some blame was attributable to the master for trusting such young boys with such a charge, as they were neither capable of protecting themselves, nor of preventing injury to those whom they might meet. The Jury being of this opinion, they returned a verdict of Accidental Death, with a deodand on the cart of £3. 

November 10th 1824

Last week, an Inquest was holden on the body of Thomas White XE "White" , for many years parish clerk at Kingston XE "Kingston" , near this town, who, just as he was about to take his dinner, on Thursday last, fell down and immediately expired. Deceased was of a full habit, and had been il for some time, but not so much so as to interfere with the duties of his situation: he was much esteemed and his sudden decease occasioned general regret throughout the village. Verdict: Died by the Visitation of God.

Yesterday, an Inquest was holden by Mr Caines on the body of Betty Coles XE "Coles" , aged 28, who was found dead in a common near a place called Paradise XE "Paradise" , in the parish of Pitminster XE "Pitminster" . The deceased had for many years been subject to fits, and there being no marks of violence on her person, the Jury returned a verdict, Died by the Visitation of God.

On the same day another Inquest was holden by Mr Caines in Taunton XE "Taunton"  St Mary Magdalen, on W Gillard XE "Gillard" , aged 60. Deceased was a sawyer, and whilst employed in lifting some timber slipped and fell across a piece of wood, by which means he received fractures of several ribs, and an internal injury, of which he lingered about ten days, and expired. Verdict, Accidental Death.

On Wednesday last, as Mary Saunders XE "Saunders" , of Eddington XE "Eddington" , was unloading her cart in Bridgwater XE "Bridgwater"  the horse took fright, knocked her down, and the wheel passing over her body, she was so much injured, that though taken to the infirmary immediately, she died in a short time afterwards. On the following day an inquest was held on the body, and a verdict returned of Accidental Death, with a deodand of one shilling on the wheel.   

November 17th 1824

Suicide.

On Wednesday, the 31st Wm Raison XE "Raison" , a respectable farmer at Bowerhinton XE "Bowerhinton" , in the parish of Martock XE "Martock" , rose from his bed about five o’clock in the morning, and threw himself into a well, whence he was taken, quite dead – Verdict, Insanity.

Inquests.

At Brockley XE "Brockley" , on James Wintle XE "Wintle" , whose death was occasioned by some squibs taking fire in his pocket on the 5th inst.

At Salt ford XE "Salt ford" , on a man found in the Avon in a putrid state. 

At Paulton XE "Paulton" , on George Chapman XE "Chapman" , who was killed by a mass of stone and coal falling on him while at work in a coal pit.

At Castle Cary XE "Castle Cary" , on Edith Acourt XE "Acourt" , who was found dead in the garden.

At Somerton XE "Somerton" , on Henry Talbot XE "Talbot" , found dead.

At Martock XE "Martock" , on Wm Raisin XE "Raisin" , who had been in a state of derangement for some months, and in this state threw himself into a well. 

At East Coker XE "East Coker" , on Geo Baker XE "Baker" , who, during the short absence of his mother, was so dreadfully burnt by his clothes catching fire, that he expired in a few hours. 

On the body of B Gough XE "Gough" , a sailor, who fell from one of the Bath XE "Bath"  coaches two miles from Colebrook XE "Colebrook" , on Wednesday morning. A witness proved his having seen him drink 17 drams in a short space of time.

November 24th 1824

Inquests recently holden by Mr Caines of Langport XE "Langport" .

At the King Alfred Inn XE "King Alfred Inn" , at Burrow-Bridge XE "Burrow-Bridge" , on William Anning XE "Anning" , a boat-boy, aged 13, who was drowned in the river Parret XE "Parret" . It appeared that the deceased was rowing a very small boat, only about nine feet long by 2 ½ wide, down the river, when another lad, named William Grandfield XE "Grandfield" , prevailed upon the deceased to take him across the river. Grandfield, when in the boat, continued swaying it until he had nearly filled it with water, when he leaped off to the opposite bank, and the boat almost instantly sunk, with Anning in it. The body having been carried a considerable distance, it was nearly an hour before it was found. There were many reports to the prejudice of the general character of Grandfield; but the Coroner, in addressing the jury, entreated them to divest themselves of any such prejudice, and in their verdict to decide on the evidence only. The jury returned a verdict of Manslaughter, and the prisoner was committed to the Gaol at Taunton XE "Taunton" , for trial at the next Assizes. 

At Taunton XE "Taunton" , on Henry Kalland XE "Kalland" , aged 14. The deceased who appeared in perfect health during the day, had eaten heartily for dinner and with his tea, shortly after which he was sent on an errand, on his return from which he was seized with a giddiness and vomiting; a surgeon was sent for, who bled him in the temporal artery, and endeavoured to administer an emetic, but could not effect his purpose, and the deceased died in about an hour. Verdict, Died by the visitation of God.  

December 1st 1824

Inquests by Mr Caines.

At Taunton XE "Taunton" , on George Rossiter XE "Rossiter" , aged 65. the deceased was a bricklayer, and while working by candle-light, in some repairs of an attic in High Street, the candle having gone out, he fell down stairs, and received an injury of the spine or upper part of the vertebrae of the back, which caused his death. 

Also, on Mary Hart XE "Hart" , aged about 60, who died at the Hospital, where she had been removed from Kingston XE "Kingston" , having received an injury by being scalded in a vessel of wort, whilst employed in brewing. Verdict, in each case, Accidental Death.

At Ilminster XE "Ilminster" , on Edward Hansford XE "Hansford" , aged 21, one of the ostlers at the George Inn, in that town, who was killed by a kick from a horse. It appeared in evidence that the deceased received such a violent blow at the bottom of the abdomen, as to cause his death the following day. There was no proof of the animal being known to be vicious; and the jury returned a verdict of ‘Accidentally killed by the kick of a horse, which they declare to be a deodand and valued five pounds’. We understand that the gentleman who owned the horse has behaved most humanely towards the distressed widow of the deceased. 

At Coombe Florey XE "Coombe Florey" , on Henry Dibble XE "Dibble" , an illegitimate child, aged three years, who, being left for a few minutes, approached so near the fire, that his clothes caught, and he was discovered burnt in such a shocking state, that he expired in two hours.      

December 8th 1824

A melancholy accident happened at Swell XE "Swell" , near Langport XE "Langport" , on Thursday last, Josiah Pestor XE "Pestor" , a boy twelve years of age, occasioned the death of a little girl only three years old by presenting to her a loaded gun, the contents of which entered her body, and caused her death in an hour afterwards. The particulars will be found among the report of inquests.

An inquest was holden on Thursday last, at Swell, near Langport XE "Langport" , on the body of Martha Meade XE "Meade" , an infant aged three years, who was shot by a little boy residing in the same house with the deceased. It appeared in evidence that an old woman named Rowsel XE "Rowsel" , had gone up stairs, leaving the above named children in the kitchen; but before she had gained the height of the stairs, she heard a considerable noise, on turning round to perceive from whence it came, she was so agitated that she fell from the top to the bottom of the staircase – shortly after she recovered, and observed the child lying on the ground; she took it up, and held it in her lap for some time, not knowing what had happened. In a few minutes however the child was streaming with blood, and on some neighbours examining the child’s face, it was found to be completely blackened with gunpowder, and the right and left cheek dreadfully shattered with shot, some of which had also penetrated the right breast of the little sufferer. The child lingered for an hour, and expired. It was proved that a lad, about twelve years of age, named Josiah Pestor XE "Pestor" , had been very inconsiderately entrusted with a gun belonging to the occupant of the house, and had brought it home loaded the same day. No persuasion or threat would induce the lad who had discharged the gun in the kitchen, to say how the accident had happened. The jury being perfectly satisfied that no other person could have discharged the gun, and replaced it in the situation where it was found, returned the verdict of “Chance Medley, and that Josiah Pestor was the cause of the child’s death.”          

December 15th 1824

Inquests

At Radstock XE "Radstock" , on George Chappel XE "Chappel" , who was killed by falling to the bottom of the coal-pit, owing to striking his head against the side of the shaft as he was ascending;

On Mary Ann Burgess XE "Burgess" , who was found drowned in the Avon, in the parish of Weston; 

At Wrington XE "Wrington" , on Sarah Ham XE "Ham" , an infant whose death was attributed to want of attention on the part of its nurse;

At St George XE "St George" , on James Quirl XE "Quirl" , a blacksmith, who was found dead in a field;

At Road XE "Road"  on Joseph Silcox XE "Silcox" , a child, whose death was occasioned by his clothes taking fire;

At Clan Down coal pit XE "Clan Down coal pit" , on John Gregory XE "Gregory"  who was killed by a piece of iron falling on him;

And at Camerton XE "Camerton" , on John James XE "James"  accidentally killed in a coal pit.   

December 22nd 1824

An inquest was recently holden at the Gaol at Ilchester XE "Ilchester" , before Mr Caines, coroner, on the body of William Parfitt XE "Parfitt" , aged 13. The deceased was convicted at the Taunton XE "Taunton"  Sessions, of privately stealing in a shop in Bath XE "Bath" , and was sentenced to six weeks imprisonment, and to be privately whipped. Shortly after the Sessions, however, the youth became ill; appeared to be of a weak constitution, and highly scrofulous, with inflammation of the lungs, debility, and fever. All the usual remedies in such cases were adopted, and the sentence of whipping remitted. It was proved to the satisfaction of the jury, that the deceased had experienced the kindest and best possible treatment,  and the jury returned a verdict of Died by the Visitation of God. 

The same coroner has held an inquest at Ham Mills XE "Ham Mills" , near Taunton XE "Taunton" , on Thos Virgin XE "Virgin" , aged 50. The deceased had gone to Chard XE "Chard"  with a load of coals on Saturday the 4th instant, but was found dead on Sunday morning by the side of the road, at about half a mile from his masters house. Verdict, Died by the inclemency of the weather, or other visitation of God.    

December 29th 1824

Bridgwater XE "Bridgwater" 
On the 17th instant an inquest was holden at this town by Robert Anstice XE "Anstice" , esq Mayor and Coroner for the Borough, on the body of John Thomas XE "Thomas" . The deceased was a sailor belonging to the sloop Catherina, and slept in part of the cabin, with Mr Phelps XE "Phelps" , the Master of the vessel, who was awakened, about six o’clock in the morning, by the deceased exclaiming that he was bleeding at the mouth. The Captain procured the assistance of Mr Haviland XE "Haviland" , a surgeon, but before his arrival on board the vessel the poor man was dead. Mr Haviland gave it as his opinion that the deceased died from a rupture of some large blood vessel of the lungs, and the jury returned a verdict of Died by the Visitation of God.    
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